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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE cruel and unmerited uſage which 

I received from my Commander, in a 
late Eaſt-India voyage, is the ſubject matter 
of the enſuing pages; and to the neceſſity of 
vindicating my injured character againſt the 
baſe and unwearied attempts of my enemies, 
it now owes its appearance in public. I 
believe there is no Kingdom, State, or Society 
can be named, where Crimes are not puniſh- 
able by general eonſent : Nor are there a Peo- 
ple now exiſting upon the face of the earth, 
who do not meaſure their puniſhments by the 
guilt of the Offender. Hence, where capital 
puniſhments appear to be. coolly, deliberately, 
and perſeveringly inflifted; the human mint; 
not otherwiſe informed, becomes ſtrongly im- 
preſfied with ideas of the moſt hcinous guilt, 
on the part of the Sufferer, | 


To hear of my having been made twice 4 
cloſe priſoner to my Cabin, the firſt for twenty- 
two days, and the lait, for no leſs than three 
months and nineteen days; muſt induce num- 
bers to believe, that I had been guilty of ſome 

a very 


e. 


very heinous offence, eſpecially, as Captain 
Hunt is thought by many to be a very good- 
natured man. Indeed, I once thought him 
tuch myſelf; but now, I am fully convinced 
to the contrary. In the firſt I was led by a 
ſanguine wiſh, nurſed by report:: reſpecting 
the laſt, 1 can with too much juſtice ſay, Ex- 
perientia docet. Being in company with a par- 
. ticular Friend, before 1 proceeded upon the 
voyage, I declared my ſuſpicions that ſome 
efforts would be made by a certain Perſon, to 
turn Captain Hunt againſt me. But, upon 
finding that my Friend differed from me in opi- 
nion, I ſaid, that I ſhould be extremely glad 
to find myſelf miſtaken : Time would pro- 
- bably decide the matter. I have been cre- 
dibly informed that Captain Hunt, before 
he left England, threatened to do, what he 
afterwards perpetrated: And particularly his 
declaring on board of a certain ſbip, on the 
7th of March, 1771, The firſt flip that 
ever he makes I Il corp bim. 1 ſhould be ex- 
tremely ſorry to attempt the bringing of any 
reflection againſt Captain Hunt, or any man, 
which does not appear to be clearly founded 

either in fact or in reaſon. But, if the above 
declaration is not expreſſive of the moſt egre- 
gious prejudice; I aſk, what can? Whether 
it proceeded merely from the Turpitude of 
his own hear:,. or the inſtigation of ſome 
evil minded mc ſeems to be of little con- 

| ſequence 


PRE F ACEA 111 


ſequence to me, ſo long as he is able to anſwer 
for his illegal conduct. Could I indeed per- 
ſwade myſclf, that he was really incapable of 
forming any tolerable judgment on the moral 
rectitude of human actions; I ſhould then re- 
gard him, as having only been like a dagger in 
the hand of ſome «n/een Aſſaſſin ; and ſpare 
no pains to find out the crucl Monſter. 


.. Having declared my apprehenſions with re- 
ſ->e& to Captain Hunt's receiving of ſome bad: 
impreſſions concerning me, prior to our leav- 
ing England; it will naturally be ſuppoſed 
that I aCted very cautiouſly during the voyage. 
J was determined to prevent his becoming 
furniſhed with any juſt cauſe of complaint a- 
gainſt me: And to cut him of from all ſha- 
dow of excuſe, ſhould he prove hardy enough 
ro venture upon oppreflive meaſures. After 
ſaying that the breaking of one of our Top- 
fail ſheets, of which, I was perfectly innocent 
a pretended diſobed:ence 7 orders at Madraſs; 
the not ſhifting of a bulk-head in the Great- 
cabin, which, in fact, I never was ordere l to 
do; my contradicting of him before the Com- 
mittee at Calcutta, which, by the by, was the 
very intention of our meeting at that time; 
and the not filling three rounds of gunpowder 
at Ingelee, which he never ſo much as ſpoke 
to me about; were the only things which he 
ever attempted to charge me with, anterior to 
Ss our 
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our arrival in England; few, I preſume, will 
think that I came ſhort of my original Aim. 


But it ſeems that a mere /p, the firs ſip, 
was intended to furniſh him with ſufficient 
cauſe for my impriſonment. A moſt unjuſt 
prejudging! A cruel ſentence! Where is 
the man? and what is his name? who can 
make an Eaſt-India voyage without a ſlip? 
_ Surely Captain Hunt himſelf will not pre- 
tend to ſuch conſummate rectitude. Conſi- 
dering his cruel predetermination, one thing 
appears very remarkable; namely, that we 
ſhould have almoſt compleated our outward 
bound voyage before he, though watching to 
entrap, could meet with any thing that could 
even be called a ſlip! For this, perhaps, I 
may than my early ſuſpicions, But ſuppoſing 
a man to ſtand juſily charged with ſome 
little ſlip or fault; will it therefore follow, 
thut he onght to ſuffer any puniſhment which 
the offended Party pleaſes to inflict? Had I re- 
ally been guilty of thoſe things whereof 
Captain Hunt falſely accuſed me: Surely ſuch 
faults could never have authorized his dif- 
miſſing me from my office, much leſs the 
impriſoning of my perſon, 


. 


Liberty, the boaſted privilege of Britons 
and carling of all the animal tribes, is a bleſ- 


ſing freely given me by the munificent Parent 
| | of 
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of the Univerſe: And ſhall I loſe it for, an 
error in judgment, a miſapprchenſion, a ſlip 
of the memory, or, which is much worſe, a 
Cown-right faltehoo.1? Forhbid it juſtice! For- 
bid it humanity ! Forbid it Britons! And for- 
bid it Heaven! It is an ca{y thing for a Com- 
mander to ſay to an Officer, Sir, I order you into 
cloſe confiaement in your Cabin. But it is a 
very ſerious matter to the poor ſufferer, who 
finds himſelf obliged to yield to the cruel man- 
date; tho' perhaps, at the eminent peril of his 
life. To be long confined in a cloſe place, where 
the heat, in ſome latitudes, is ſo great, that the 
thin cloathing of a ſhirt becomes burdenſome 
for many days together; to be continually ſur- 
Tounded by the noxious effluvia ariſing from 
the ſick; and to have a mind, though coa- 
ſcious of its own innoceace, yet anxiouſly con- 
© cerned for the impending conſequences ; mult 
render the ſituation peculiarly diſagreeable and 
\ Cangerous, Several Officers, if my infor- 
mation be good, have loſt their lives by ſuch 
arbitrary treatment: And ſo powerfully hath 

the fear of diſobliging the Commanders in ge- 
neral hitherto operated, that of thoſe who have 
lived to get home, few, or none, have ven- 
tured to ſue for Juſtice. - Thro'ꝰ Divine aſſiſt- 
ance I ſurvived my confinement, though much 
emaciated. And, in ſpite of threats, I dared 


to call mine Oppreſſor to an account for his 
conduct. 


a 3 My 


My action againſt Captain Hunt for falſe 
impriſonment, commenced in the beginning of 
January laſt. And in the latter end of that 
month, whilft the ſaid action was pending, a 
very worthy Friend: of mine told my Attorney 
that he wanted to ſpeak with me. As the leaſt 
intimation from that Quarter was ſufficient ; 
my willing feet ſoon conveyed me to his 
Houſe. But how ſurprized was I, upon enter- 
ing the room, to be accoſted as follows. 
Come in, you are to be hang'd now. 
Take a chair and fit down.—Pray did you ſell 
five tons of the Company's Iron at Madraſs?“ 
* I aflure you, Sir,* ſaid 1, that I neither 
| fold nor landed a bar of Iron at Madraſs, either 
belonging to myſelf or others: I delivered all 
the Company's Iron, that could then be tound, 
into the Boats which the Maſter-attendant 
ſent for that purpoſe : and being once in the 
Boats, agreeable to his order, 1 had no further 
concern with it.” My Friend then told me, 
that a certain Perſon, ſpeaking to him con- 
cerning my action againſt Captain Hunt, ſaid, 
„The affair between Hunt and Stevenion 
muſt be made up. It is the d——d—— aft- 
fair you ever heard in your life. Do you 
know, Sir, that Hunt accuſes Stevenſon of 
ſelling five tons of the Company's Iron at 
Madraſs?** To which,“ ſaid my Friend, 


J anſwered, if that is true, certainly the 


man muſt be hanged : And although I am his 
friend, yet was ſuch a crime clearly proved, 
| | I would 


U 
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I would be the firſt man to give my voice a- 
gainſt him. But I cannot think that he is ei- 
ther rogue or fcol enough to be guilty of any 
ſuch thing. Was it true, I muit have been 
charged with it.* You are always letting your 
tongue run ;you ſhould be very cautious what 

ou ſay in a matter of ſuch conſequence. Said 
There is Captain Hunt, aſk him- 
ſelf, and ſee if he can deny it. I did aſk 
Captait Hunt, telling him, at the ſame time, 
that I was determined to have the matter tho- 
roughly canvaſſed; but he denied that ever he 
had ſaid any ſuch thing. An altercation en- 
ſued; I was angry with the perſon who had 
informed me; and he, in oppoſition to the 


Captain, appealed to another Gentleman for 


the truth of what he had advanced.“ Sir, ? 
ſzid I to my Friend, Should my Father rife 
out of his grave and aſk me to make it up, [ 
would now refuſe it. They have effectually 
prevented any accommodation in the matter 
now depending, by the very means taken to - 
effect it. The intention, I apprehend to be 
twofold ; firſt to prevent me from receiving 
any ſatisfaction for the injuries which 1 


| have alrcady ſuſtained : And next, to ruin my 


character ſo effectually, as to prevent my be- 
ing ever employed again in any ſervice what- 
ever. Was I now to ſtop ſhort in my preſent 

* When there happens to be any deficiency in the 


Company's Goods upon delivery, the Owners are 
charged with it. | | 


action, 
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action, upon the railing of this report; every 
one would lay, that | was certainly guilty con- 


- cerning the Iron: for as ſoon as that was 


brought upon the carpet, by the perſon who 
interpoſed in behalf of his C, my action 
for falſe impriſonment was herd of no more: 
All was huſhed-up in a moment.“ Sud my 
Fricn |, & You have much need of a broad back, 
for, at prif.nt, it cert iinly has a great deal to 
b-ar.” After ſctting forth my cliim to my 
Friend's neutraiity, by virtue of his having de- 
clare:i; on th- toth of November luſt, that he 
Nuit not 1aterfere. oa either's fide, I to'd 
him thit, having T:noce ce and Juſtice on my 
f le, I could not entertain any doubt about the 
reſcuing of my character from the meditated 
R am. | | 


la the fittings after Hillary Term I obtain- 
ed a v-rdict, in the ation for falſe im; riſon- 
ment, for five hundred pounds damages ind 
coſts of ſuit. And in the beginning of April, 
ordered my Attorney to commence an action 
a zaint Capt iin Hunt for defamatory words 
conce- ning th: Jon. But Mr. Sleigh having 
been late in ſerving him, Iſſue could no: be 
jo ned ia Eaſter- Herm: And in Trinity term, 
the Witneſſes were ſaid to have been out of 


the way; fo that it now ſtands over for the 


ſittings after next term. And, as the Witageſſcs 


are now ſubpœna'd, I expect thit the matter 


will be tried in his Majeſty's Court of Com- 
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mon Pleas, at Weſtminſter, about the begin- 
ning of next December. Surely it could never 
be imagined, that I would ſuffer ſuch an “ infer- 
nal imputation to reſt upon my character, 
whilſt conſcious of my own innocence : Tho' 
perhaps, much was expected from that dilem- 
ma into which it tended, at ſo critical a junc- 
ture, to involve me. ** Should he remain 
ſiient and inactive, he will ſurely be deemed 
guilty. If he proceed to an enquiry, he will 
be accounted litigious ;z”” was perhaps the lan- 
guage of thoſe who wiſhed my Ruin. Why 
am I treated with ſuch ſtriking malevolence ? 
What have I done, that Iand my family ſhould 
be thus marked out for deſtructiont᷑ Conſcious 
of the obligations which I lay under to my 
Employers, the duties of my office were at- 
tenicd to with unwearied application. Sen- 
ſible of my ſubordination to my Commander, 
obedience to his orders was a pleaſing taſk. In 
both I acted from a principle of duty, and was 
ever ſolicitous to give ſatisfaction. If I, at any 
time, came ſhort of my aim; ſuch failure ought 
to be charged to my inability. And, having 
done my utmoſt te give ſatisfaction, ſurely I 
ought not to receive puniſhment for that which 


Men, unaſſiſted by Devils, could hardly be capable 
of framing a Calumny ſo conſummately wicked. 1 
know not whether it would be deemed Cowardice in 
me to ſubmit; but ſure T am, that there can be no 
- g:cat Honour gained in vanquiihing of me, 


I could 


x Melk. 


I could not effect. A man can no more ex- 
cetd the limits of his underſtanding, or power, 
than he can thoſe of his height. And my 
Commander may as well hang me for not be- 
ing as tall as the Philittine champion, as to 4 
| impriſon my perſon for not executing more 
wildom and power, in the exerciſe of my duty, 
| than G04 has given me. 


* 


| — Having accuſed Captain Hunt of murderous 
{ intentions, when he ordered me into confine- 
ment on the 11th of April, 722. And, by 
recapitulation, at St. Helena on the 20th of Au- 
guſt, I ſhall briefly mention two Anecdotes in 
ſupport of that charge : Or, which is nearly 
tzntamount, the. deprivation of reaſon, In 
our paſſage from St. Helena to England, the 
converſation at table one day happening to 
turn upon a certain Gentleman's having been 
ſomewhat diſordered in his mind, Captain 
Hunt ſaid, I don't wonder at his loſing of 
his ſenſes, when they confined him.” At an- 
other time, he was blaming a certain Gentle- 
man for calling his friend a Lunatic, and put- 
ting him into a Mad-houſc in order to get the 
management of kis affairs. In oppoſition to this 
ſevere cenſure, I ſaid, that although 1 had 
no great reaſon to believe that Gentlemgn to 
have been my friend; yet common juſtice re- 
quired me to lay, that not only from the many 
letters I had ſzen, but alſo from my being 


! | preſent 
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Ppreſent when the unhappy gentleman ſpoke 
tor himſelf before the Commiſſioner of Lu- 
nacy, and the Jury appointed to enquire into, 
and determine concerning the ſtate of his 

mind; I was fully convinced of his inſanity. 
« Ah!” ſaid Captain Hunt, “ but what was 
he before ſuch a one confined him? Oh 
Sir,“ ſaid I, I will not ſay how far con- 
finement may have droye” the poor man out 
of his ſenſes.” Mr. William Paxton a gen- 
tleman paſſenger, Mr. Kinloch our Second 
Mate, the Doctor, and the Purſer, were all 
. preſent at each of the times; and muſt remem- 
ber this account to be ſtrictly true. Could 
Captain Hunt imagine, that I ſhould eſcape 
. thole ereadful conſequences, which he thought 
confinement ſo very likely to produce ? But, 
ſo cruelly do men in power ſometimes ſport 
themſclyes with lives, more valuable than 
their own! _. 


Throughout the enſuing Narrative, I have 
confined myſelf as ſtrictly to the very words 
as I poſſibly could recullect. Reſpecting what 
paſſed at Madraſs Sea-gate on the mcrning of 
the 2gth of September, 1771. And alſo, that 

on board of the ſhip on the ninth, tenth, and 
_  eleverith of April 1572. J believe I may ven- 
ture to ſay, that the whole is almoſt verbatim 
as it was ſpoken, If I am wrong in any par- 
ticular, 1 will thank any of the Gentlemen 


preſent 


ne 
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preſent at the times referred to, who ſhall, 
with freedom and candour, point out my 
Miitakes. | 


As to my remarks, I have endeavoured to 
confine them within as narrow limits as I well 
couid, conſiitent with perſpicuity ; I hope they 
will be thought natural and open. Tuuching 


what | have ſaid on the obligations of Officers 


and ſeamen to their Employcrs and Com- 
manders; together with the power and autho- 
rity of the lauter over the former, both-on 


bound and at land, I have quoted my Autho- 


rities. If I have erred in either, it has been 


- owing to Ignorance, not to deſign: And upon 
the hrit appearance of Evidence, I ſhall wil- 


lingly ſtand corrected. Senſible that, in 


matters wherein we think ourſelves ill uſed, 
our pathons are apt to mix with our Inquiries, 


and prejudice imperceptibly to impoſe its bale- 
ful influence on our Determinations ; I have 


carefully endeavoured to guard againſt the per- 


nicious effects of that too general Propenſity. 
I ſhould be ſorry to ſtand juſtiy charged with 
having, like Captain Hunt, waded as far as 
1 could in Cenſure. And though his behaviour 
to me has no wiſe entitled him to favour; yet 
a firm perſuaſion, that it is mor- laudable in 
ſome caſes to conceal taaa expoſe another's 
faults, enables me now to tell him, rhat he 


- ſtanas juſtly obliged to me on that head. 


n 
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Whereas he, 0:1 tn contrary, hath not only 
endeavoured to avail- himſelf of every triſling 
matter, which he- thought would carry any de- 
gree of plauſibility againſt me; but, in his 
eagerneſs to hurt, has had recourſe to the moſt 
injurious falſehoods! Should Captain Hunt 
incline to diſpute the firſt, namely, that T have 
favoured him in many particulars ; | declare 

myſelt ready, upon the leaſt intimation, to 
convince him off its truth. If he denies the 
the laſt, let him but appear in open day, con- 
fine himſelf to truth, and I date him to do 
his worſt. ä ä 


At Calcutta, and likewiſe at St. Helena, 
Captain Hunt propagat reports tO my pte- 
judice. But the paucity of the European in- 
habitants at the firſt place, enabled me to un- 
deceive moſt of them: And, by the more 
confined fituation of the Jatter, the injury 
was there more effcctually repelled. After 
being twice fo egregiouſly foiled, who could 
have thought that he would have ventured. 
upon a third attempt? Bat alas! Reaſon 
has but little inJuence, when a fixed prejudice 
holds the Reins. Captain Hunt, ſoon after 
his arrival in Englund, proceeded to greater 
lei.gihs than ever. Not ſatisfied with wal- 
lowing in a variety of low calumny, which 
had often better be diſregarded than inveſtt- 
gate, he has proctect d to ſuch aſtoniſh. nig, 

b 5 ſucn 
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ſuch alarming lengths! that , common pru- 
\ dence forbids innocence tamely to ſubmit to 
them. Was I diſpoſed to live in the fire of 
contention, in order to ſupport my character 
againſt ſuch amazing perſeverance ! the vaſt 
number of inhabitants here, would effectually 
battle my utmoſt efforts. 1 with, I mean to 
live at peace myſelf, and to let all around me 
do the fame: but Captain Hunt has given fo 
many evident and recent proofs of a very 
contrary diſpoſition ; that I cannot expect to 
ſucceed, unleſs I make him ſenſible, thar it is 
his intereſt to let me alone. If, through the 
intervention of Friends, he ſhould get eaſily 
ever the matter now depending, I might pro- 
bably be obliged to bid farewell to future 
Quict. Elated by ſuch ſucceſs, he might hold 
me cheap; and vainly imagine, that a fortune 
of about thirty thouſand pounds may well 
entitle him, to play at toot-ball with my cha- 
racter whenever he plates. My intention in 
this publication, as well as in the action now 
depending is, to vindicate my character with 
reſpect to what is paſt ; and ſecure, it poſ- 
ſible, my future Quietude. If I ſucceed in the 
vindication of my character, I ſh hope that 
my Friends will continue me the object of their 
favourable regard: If I do not, then let me 
be branded, deſcrted, and forgotten. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Kinloch having ſaid, in his Evideace 
upon the Trial, that = heard that I had been 
on ſhore at the Cape of Good- Hope, When 
the Ship was in my charge; I applied to him. 
by Letter of the 24th of February laſt, to 
know his Author: And at the ſame time de- 
clared my opinion, that no perſon on board, 
except Captain Hunt himſelf, was capable of 
fabricating ſo baſeleſs a ſtory. I cannot poſi- 
tively ſay, that Mr. Kinloch received my Let- 
ter; but as I have never been fayourea with 
any Anſwer, I now call upon Captain Hunt 
to declare, upon what ground he ventured ta 
inſtruct his Council to plead ſuch an arrant 
falſchood. I have aſked ſeveral who were 
with us during the Voyage, whether, they 
ever heard of any ſuch charge prior to our 
arrival in England? And I have always 
been anſwered in the n:gative. I am per- 
ſwaded that Captain Hunt, neither from his 
own-know ledge, nor from hear-ſay, ever had 
the Jeaſt authority tor caarging me with ſuch 
an offence. But, as it frequently happens, 
the falſchood of che day ſerved the purpoſes 
of the day: and Captain Hunt, after ſaving 
about 500 l. in his pocket, might. probably 


not be very ſolicitous about its ame 
fate. 


Shou'd Captain Hunt, or any of. the Gen 
ile men mentioned in the following Narrative, 


think 
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think, themſelves aggrieved; I declare my- 


ſelf ready, upon the firſt app-arance of evi- 


dence, chearfully to render ſatisfaction. Some, 
inſtead of rendering ratioual ſatisfaction, va- 
lue themſelves upon their adding one Injury to 
another. For my own part I think, I ſhall 
always do myſelt real honour, when I even 
aſk pardon, as ſoon and as often as juſtice re- 
quires it: and the more ſo, becauſe there are 
but few, whoſe :/-judged pride will ſuffer 
them to ſtoop ſo low. As I do not pretend 
to elegance of diction, or accuracy in writing, 
I would humbly claim an Exemprion from 
Criticiſm, ' But ſhould any apprehend, that [ 
am wrong as ta facts; I am ready, either ro 
defend what I have ſaid, or to acknow!c 
my Error, according as che caſe hall appear — 
Ardently wiſhing to live a valuable Member 
ot Society, | hope that I ſhall never want the 
following things ; namely, a Heart to Love, 
and an Inclination to Serve, every deſerving 
Fellow-mortal ; an unbiaſſed Judgement, in 
every intereſting Enquiry ; Honelty, to own 
an Error as ſoon as | know it to be'ſuch; 
Juſtice, to render willing and ample ſatisfac- 
tion to ſuch as may appear to be aggrieved z 
Prudence, to over-l»ok. each trivial wrong; 
Reſolution, to repel every material injury; and 
Courage, to ſupport that which is, and ought 
to be, ecarer tag, ile itſelt, my Re- 
putation. 
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SAX; N the- year 1745, I went ap- 
prentice to the ſea, being then 
about fifteen years of age, and 
$ £ ſerved for the ſpaco of four 
HT years in the coal and coaſt- 
ing trade. In the beginning of the year 
1750, J went a voyage to the Eaſt Indies in 
the Kent, ' commanded by Captain William 
Robſon. We wexe out. ab about two years and 2 
half, ang I was happy enough to give univerſal 
ſatisfaction in the low | Ration which I then 
filled. Conſcious of my duty to my employ- 
ers, and affiduous to pleaſe my ſuperiors, I 
B exerted | 
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exerted myſelf upon every occaſion; and in 
return, was favoured with the particular regard, 
as well of my commander, as of every officer 
in the ſhip. In this reſpect, my very worthy 
friend Captain George Wilſon appeared the 
moſt conſpicuous, He went out in the ſtation 
of ſecond mate, and the chief mate and captain 
dying, he ſucceeded, firſt the chief mate and next 
to the command. It was a kind and gracious 
providence which firſt rendered me the object 
of his peculiar regard: and to his continued 
friendſhip and patronage I now ſtand unſpeak- 
ably . indebted. Soon after our arrival in 
England, Captain Wilſen told me, that he 
would provide for me in the Kent, if I would 
ſtay for him until the next ſeaſon. 


It happened about this time, that my old 
maſter, to whom I ſerved my apprenticeſhip, 
left off the ſea ; and his putting me into the 
command,. made me, at that time, decline all 
thoughts of going any more to India. I con- 


tinued to command in different trades with 


pretty good ſucceſs: but, as continued proſperity 
too often occaſions a deſtructive confidence, the 


great arbiter of the world thought fit, that I 


thould experience a reverſe of fortune, and 


learn the inſtability of ſublunary things. 


In 
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In the year 1766, as I was taking in acargo 
of timber, deals, and iron, in the Bay of 
Onega in the White Sea; my ſhip had like 
to have been ſtove to pieces by beating upon 
the ground at low water time, in a heavy gale 
of wind, Unwilling to abandon her, and re- 
pairs, through the nature of the place and ſea- 
ſon of the year, being rendered impoſſible, I 
reſolved to attempt the bringing of her home. 
I proceeded accordingly, and, after encoun- 
tering with a variety of difficulties, ſhe was 
totally wrecked upon the North Coaſt of Ire- 
land on the 25th. of November, I was half 
concerne> in the ſhip; and, what added 
to che mis fortune was, that although I had uſed 
the precaution of inſuring, yet the term of the 
policy expiring a few days before the actual 
death of the ſhip ; myſelf and a laige family 
were thereby involved in many difficulties. Ia 
this very diſtreſſing ſituation, I applyed to Cap- 
tain Wilfon, then huſband to ſeveral ſhips in 
the fervice of the Honourable Eaſt India Com- 
pany; who, through a motive of friendſhip and 


humanity, readily promiſed me his aſſiſtance, 


In September 1770, I was ſworn in Chief 


Mate of, the Calcutta, commanded by Captain 


William Thomſon, through the intereſt of my 


good friend Captain Wilſon, But, on account 


B 2 of 
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of Tome family EöHnbctlons, I a S W. 


found myfelf obugen to exchange chat birth 
witk Mr. David Tlöwlon brother i to the Cap- 


tain, WIO Was then Chief Mate of the 6 


ford Caß kain "Witfiam Hunt, juſt come out of 


the* dock, at 2 27. Then the Calcutta was 
within a 2 few day of ker failing for St, „Helena 


and big. The SY. at the, different, 


& 1 


% 2 & 


in order to induce me the more readily. * agree 


to this exchange, I was told of Captain Hunt's, 
moſt hearty and chearful acqui 
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the motives were by which he 1 Was then atoat-) 
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ed; and what 'the Particular ends, which, at 
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that time, he e had i in view: God and hie own 
conſcience bet knows, ; 
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Moſt people called 8 Hugt aB nas 
tured, man; and though ſoljefaid*that'Þ would 
find him very obſtinate; yet, my determined 
reſolution to exert my utmoſt endeavours to 
render myſelf approved; made me ſanguine 
enough to hope, that! however bad the voyage 
might turn out with reſpect to trade, We ſhould 


each live happy in our reſpective ſtations Ho 
IJ performed my part, let nialice itſelf declare: 


How 


8 
13 
Ws 
1 : 
"2 
1 

£ 

E. 
* 

* 2 
«2 

1 

”7 


r Rey. ret 


A N A RR A. T. I V E, &. 8 


How much I was miſtaken with reſpect to 
the conſequences, I have more than once ſe- 
verely felt. | 


On the 28th. of November 1770, I was 
ſworn in Chief Officer of the Rochford. And, 
aſſiduouſly endeavouring to ſerve my employers 
and pleate my commander, I continued to act in 
that Nation until the zoth. of September 1771 
when Captain Hunt, not ſatisfied with diſ- 
miſſing me from my office, proceeded alſo to 
the impriſoning of my perſon. 


In the early part of the voyage, I could 
eaſily diſcover, that I was far from being a 
favourite. His partial behaviour and vindic- 
tive diſpoſition was ſoon taken notice of by 
others: And long ere we arrived at Madraſs, 
I could not uſe a more effectual method to pre- 
vent any thing from being done, than by ap- 
plying to Captain Hunt for leave toexecute it. 
Being thus circumſtanced, I could not avoid 
grieving at my ſad diſappointment z and un- 
willing to communicate it to others, I ſuffered 
in filence. As I cautiouſly ayoided giving 
the leaſt offence, we proceeded as far as the 
| Ifland of Bonaviſta, one of the Cape de Verdes, ' 
before we had any ſort of difference. And 
| B 3 though 
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though the tnatter then in queſtion was of the 
utmoſt confequence to our emplovers; yet I 
contented myſelf, with barely dec'aring my 
opinion together with the reaſons upon which 
it was founded. What I could not do was 
effected by another; and Mr. David Blair, 
our Third Mate, ſaved the Rochford from 
immediate diſſolution. 
On the 23d. of April at noon, the Iſland 
f Bonaviſta bort South and by Weſt, diſtant 
about five leagues; wind then about North 
Eaft and by Eaſt. From noon we ſteared 
South South Eaſt ; and, in time cf dinner, 
were nearly abreaſt of the North Faft point of 
-the ifland. The ſea was pret y bigb, and I 
could not help looking now and then at the 
breakers upon the ſhoreyz through one of the 
-fide Tkuttles, or or windows, by "Which I then 
-happened to fit at the fide table. The'con- 
verſation at the other table tutning upon the 
parched and barren appearance of "the? Hand, 
I took occaſion to obſerve j that whatever its 
appearance might be, we ſeetned to draw vefy 
-near'it. ' This was immediately taken up hy 
Captain Hunt with much warmth. He aſked 
me what diftance I thought we then were from 
' the ſhore? Said, about two miles. fo 
he replied, About two miles, eh! It 
18 
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is a ſign thatyou know much of the matter.” 
| Sic, ſaid I, chat is only my opinion, I may 
be miſtaken; perhaps we are three miles off: 
, But, however that may be, we certainly con- 
; tinbe approaching heater to it.” Said he, 
, « How the D can that be? The Iſland 
at noon bore South and by Weſt: Since that 
time, we have continued ſtearing South South 
Eaſt, which is three points wide of its firſt 
bearing : How then can we poſſibly come any 
nearer to it?“ To this I replied, © Sir, 
J am fo far from. ſeeing any difficulty at- 
tending the ſolution of this queſtion, that I 
firm]y believe it capable of the cleareſt de- 
"moaſtration. Whenever the line of a | ſhip's 
motion, forms an acute angle with the bear- 
ing of any fixed object; ſhe muſt approach 
nearer and nearer to that object, until the two 
lines form a right angle.—They are then at 
their neareſt diſtance: Aud ſuppoſing the ſhip 
to continue moving in the ſame direction, the * 
di ſtance of the two objects will. continue to 
vincreaſe, às the angle becomes more and more 
acute in the other quadrant of the ſemicirele. 
Hence the diſtance of any part of land, bear- 
ing upon any point of the compaſs before the 
- beam of a'ſhip in motion, muſt, as ſhe pro- 
ceeds, continually decreaſe untill it comes up- 
on her beam or broadſide. And fhould the 
ſtill 


— — 
— — 


— — — ——— _ ">. 7 


— 4 K —— 


rn 4+ 7 WEE, £7 
— — w - PI we is 
®” w_—_—_ Oc - 


* 7 
—— — 
* 

* 

— 


— 
— — 


8 A NARRATIVE, ee. 
ſtill continue her motion, without any altera- 
tion in the line of its direction, the diſtance 


between her and the other object would always | 


encreaſe as it draws aft. The difference of 
the times being always reciprocally pro- 
portional, to the diff-rence of the velocities 
and acuteneſs of the Ang es.“ Captain Hunt 
Kill perſiſted in his oppoſi:ion, and dwelt, with 
no ſmall degree of yociferation, upon the 1m- 
poſſibility of our coming any nearer to the ſhore, 
But, having declared myſelf in as full a man- 
ner as I thought neceſſary on the ſubject, I 
conſidered him as my commander and remain- 

ed filent. - On the other hand, Captain Hunt, 

who perhaps wanted to conſtrue my filence 
into a proof of his victory, proceeded to ex- 
patiate on the impoſſibility of my aſſertion 
but in this, he ſoon met with a conſiderable 
check by the interpoſition of Mr. William 


Douglas, one of the Honourable Company's 
Writers to Bengal. The matter between them 


was quickly terminated, by Captain Hunt's 
being informed that breakers were ſeen two 
points without us, We went all immediately 


out upon deck, and ſaw the breakers very 


near us; upon the yards being braced ſharp up 


and the ſhip brought cloſe to the wind, Cap- 


tain Hunt aſked me if I thought ſhe would 
weather the Breakers ? I told him I thought 
me 
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ſhe would not. Well, ſeid he, if ſhe won't 
weather them, there is a very good channel be- 
tween them and the Iſland.“ Sir, ſaid I, ſha- 
king n ] ſhould be very ſorry to try the 
experiment. Theſe words were hard'y out of 
my mouth when Mr. Blair, who had gone up 
to the Fore-top-maſt head upon the firſt alarm, 
called out that the rocks were clofe under the 
ſhip'sbows; and that, if ſhewas not immediately 
put about, ſhe would certainly be upon them. 
Our ſituation is eaſier to be imagined than diſ- 
oribed; and the ſhip was put about in the 
greateſt confuſion. It was about two o'clock 
when'We tacked the ſhip; and, after Randing 
two hbuts upon each tack, we paſſed the brea- 


ers about fix o'clock i in the evening, at the 


diſtance of about two miles. Mr. Blair ſaid, 
that. from the maſt head, he could plainly * diſ- 
cover the rocks ſtretching towards the Ifland 
a great "ys 

Sorely indy behavidur upon this (occaſion, 
plainly evinced how little I was diſpoſed to 
arraign the conduct of my commander. If, in 
matters concerning the ſhip, I ever declared 
my opinion contrary to his; it was done with 
the utmoſt reluctance. What orders I re- 
ceived, excepting thrice, they were always 
executed with the greateſt alacrity. 


In 
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| obliged, either to go to bed very early or un- 
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-In order to prevent, as much as poſhble, 
ſach diforders as often ariſe from the young 
Gentlemen paſſengers ſitting up late at night; 
as well as to gua'd againſt any accident of fire 


through their inebriety; it was judged neceſſary, 


that every light ſhould be put out at nine o 
clock. And that no gentleman ſhould be 
dreſs themſelves in the dark, they were told; 
that upon their applying to the commanding 
officer of the watch, after they had walked, 
upon the deck as long as they thought proper, 
he would order a Midſhipman or Quarter-. 
Mafter to attend them with a lanthorn and 
candle, to ſhow them to undreſs them- 
ſelyes, M0... Theſe orders 1 communicated. 
to my brother officers ; and in general, I be- 
lieve they were pretty ſtrictly obſerved, I 
preſume, it will not require any uncommon 
degree of diſcernment, to ſee the wiſdom of 


this regulation : But the honour I did myſelf 


by my punctuality in the execution, became 
an inſurmountable argument againſt its perma- 
nency. Sometime before we arrived at the 
Cape of Good Hope, the Cabia paſſengers 
lodged a complaint againſt me on this head. 
They pleaded the diſtruſt implied, as well as 
hardſhip they underwent, in being obliged to 
go to bed immediately upon their leaving the 

deck; 
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deck; and they were then, too well acquainted 
with Captain Hunt's diÞpofition towards me, to 
entertain any doubt of their ſucceſs. In conſe- 
quence of this application, Captain. Hunt 
came to me on the Quarter Deck, and, in their 
preſence, ordered that all the paſſengers ſhould 
be allowed lights with men to attend them un- 
til twelve o'clock, or as lony as they pleaſed. 
Declaring at the ſame time, that he did not 
care if they had lights fore and aft whenever 
they thought proper, provided, that men were 
ſent down from the deck to take care of them. 
After declaring to Captain Hunt, my opinion 
upon the ſubjedt; I addreſſed the paſſengers as 
follows. Gentlemen, as the whole of my 
behaviour reſpecting the lights, hath been in 
exact conformity to the orders of my com- 
mander; you ought in this, as well as in all 
other the like caſes, to conſider me as acting 
ex officio; it being my indiſpenſible duty, not 
only to obey Captain Hunt's commands myſelf, 
but alſo to ſee and inſiſt that every other per- 
ſon on board does the ſame. At the com- 
mencement of the voyage Captain Hunt or- 
dered, that every light ſhould be put out at 
nine o'clock. . Your preſent complaint ſuffici- 
ently proves my aſſiduity i in the execution. — 
But my commander, whoſe word, in all mat- 
ters concerning the ſhip, is a law to me ; hath 


now 
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| now thought proper to countermand that regu- | 
itt gulatioa: He has ordered, that from hence- a 
forward you ſhall be accommodated with lights, 
| not for an hour or two, but for a ſpace com- 


; menſurate to your own defires : And you may 
ll |f tbe alfured that, by applying to the command- 
| | ing officer, you will always be furniſhed 
14 accordingly. It is my deſire, and I hope I 
; hall invaciably eadeavour, to make things as 
\#! þ agreeable to every Gentleman in the ſhip as I 
my poflibly can, conſiſtent with the duties of my 
WH office. — If the weakening of my authority on 
| 3 board, and rendering me obnoxious to the. 
. gentlemen paſſengers, &c, were the ends 
1. which Captain Hunt propoſed by this general 
1 and illimited indulgence: I believe the ſubſe- 
N * quent behaviour of the parties ſufficiently 
14 ſuewed, that he had no great cauſe. to boaſt 
HH of his ſucceſs, 
4 þ We ſoon arrived at the Cape of Good 


; Hope, where we ſtaid ſeventeen days without 

I having the leaſt ſhadow of difference, On 

the twenty ſecond of July we ſailed from 

thence, with a fine gale and pleaſant weather. 

{Wil About eight o'clock. i in the evening Captain 

if , Hunt ordered, that the indulgence lately grant 
| 


SS © © =P 


and that the. original orders ſhould, | from | 
1 hence 


r 
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hence forward, be ſtrictly executed. That the 
returning to the original regulations ſhould be 


very agreeable to me, cannot be wondered at, 
when the ſalutary ends propoſed by it ſtand 


ſo clearly obvious. But my joy, on this occa- 


ſion, ſoon underwent aconfiderable check; by 
an afair, wherein I thought myſelf extremely 
ill treated, On the fourth night after our 
departure from the Cape, I had the command 
of the watch from eight o'clock until twelve: 
and Captain Hunt, according to cuſtom, 
walked the Quarter-deck with me until eleyen. 
The wind was then blowing ſtrong upon the 
larboard quarter with ſqually weather; and 
the fore- ſail, with the cloſe reefed fore-topſail, 
and double reefed maintopſail, were all the 
ſails we had ſet. Captain Hunt, during one of 
the ſqualls, ſaid ; If you find them come more 
frequent, you had better take in the foretopſail,” 
Upon which I obſerved, that as the foretopſail 
was cloſe reefed, ſhe would carry it a long 
while : and, as ſhe required much of the weather 
helm in the time of the ſqualls, it would then 
aſſiſt the Helm's-Man in preventing her from 
yawing, or coming, to windward of her courſe, 


From eleven o'clock till twelve, the ſqualls 


were leſs frequent ; and I communicated to Mr, 
Kinloch, the Second Mate, who relieved me, 
the conyerſation which paſſed between the 

C Captain 
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Captain and me concerning the foretopfail: 


leaving to him, the ſubſequent management, 
to whom of right it belonged, 


About one o'clock, the larboard maiĩn- top- 
fail ſheet broke: and as it was unexpected, part 
of the foot of the ſail was ſeperated from the 


bolt- rope, before it could be clewed up. At 


eight o'clock in the morning, I came upon the 
quarter deck to reſume the command: and 
though it appears by the ca'e, as before ſtated, 
that I was perfectly innocent with reſp-&t to 
the- breaking of the top-ſail ſheet; yet Captain 
Hunt, in preſence of the paſſengers and people 
upon the quarter deck, accoſted me as follows, 
viz, I would not give a farthing for that 
Officer who only ſpins his own watch out, —-1f 
J had been in Mr. Kinloch's place, I'll be 
D- if I would have rclieved you; I would 
have made you walk the deck for twelve hours 
together, unleſs you had brought the ſhip un- 
der proper ſail.“ To this I replied, Sir, I 
have had many ſuch ſpells in my time, neither 
would it have been my firſt on board the Roch- 
ford. To remain twelve hours upon deck at a 
time, I am far from accounting a haidſl ip: yet 
1 ſhould be glad to know, the cauſe of your pre- 
fent behaviour? Said he, © I ordered you to 


treble reef the main top-ſail and you did not 
| do 
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do it: now the larboard ſheet is broke and the 
ſail ſplit.” To this charge I anſwered, I aſſure 
you Sir, that you never ſo much as mentioned 


e main top-ſail ; and what you ſaid concern- 
iS the fore top- ſail, was not poſitive, but 
conditional; if the ſqualls ſhould come more fre- 
gnent. In fact, they were leſs frequent whilſt I 
remained upon deck ; and as to what happened 
after, I cannot be ſuppoſed to know, neither 
am any wiſe accountable, —But, is the breaking 
of a top-ſail ſheet ſo very uncommon a thing, 
as to juſtify your preſent bchaviour? For my 
own part, I am ſo far from being ſurpriſed at 
what has now happened ; that I rather wonder, 
conſidering the ſmallneſs of their fize, that they 
have held ſo long. I thought, that what I ha! 
ſaid laſt night concerning the foretop-ſail had 
been ſatisfactory, by your not returning any 
anſwer: and had you given me any poſitive or- 
ders, either concerning that, or any other fail ; 
I certainly ſhould have been very punctuval in 
the execution. But, if you are determined to 
find fault with me; you never will be at -a loſs 
for matter, right or wrong. Said Cap'ain 
Hunt, I believe J am as little inclined to find 
fault as any man.“ To which, I replied, © Sir, 
my preſent intention is, not to accuſe you, but 
to maintain my own innocence.” 


C2 Such 
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Such treatment from my commander, was 
giving a moſt cruel, impolitic, and deadly ſtab 
tomy power and authority on board ! againſt 
the baleful conſequences of which, a mild and 
humane deportment, joined to an aſſiduous, 
ſteady, and conſcientious diſcharge of the du- 
ties of my office; was the moſt laudable, eaſy, | 
and effectual remedy. It then plainly. appear- 
cd, that evil was determined concerning me; 
and my ſpirits, notwithſtanding my utmoſt 
efforts to the contrary, were, from thencefor- 
ward, greatly affected. Although Captain 
Hunt, from this time, rejected almoſt every 
» thing which I propoſed concerning the ſhip; yet 
no material difference happened between us, 
until our arrival at Madraſs. The Captain 
went on ſhore before we got into the road; and 
I anchored the ſhip &c. agrecable to the orders 
which I received. 


On Thurſday the 19th. of September, we 
anchored in Madraſs Road and 1 continued: 
on board the ſhip until Wedneſday the 25th. 
in the afternoon, when, I went on ſhore te 
tranſa& ſome buſineſs for myſelf, according to 
the conſtant cuſtom in the ſervice, On Satur- 
day the 28th, I received a line from Captain 
Hunt, defiring to ſpeak with me: it was dated 
fix e'clock, but being out early that morning, 

I did 
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Fdid not receive it until eight. I immediately 
obeyed the ſummons, and was told by the 
Captain, that as Mr, Kin!'och had wrote him, 
that he could not get ready for delivering the 
Company's ſhot until Monday morning, he 
was reſolved, not to ſtay for ſaid delivery; and 
defired me to go on board and ſtow the main- 
hold, and get the ſhip ready for ſea, Upon my 
telling hun that I would go, he aſked when? 
to which I replied, that I could not go imme- 
diately ; but would go as ſoon as poſſible. He 
then deſired me to go as ſoon as poſſible, and 
he would write to Mr, Kinloch, to go on with 
ftowing the main-hold in the mean time. 
Captain Hunt did write to Mr, Kinloch, and as it 
was dated eight o'clock in the morning, it muſt 
have been wrote immediately after J left him. 
Unfortunately forme, the buſineſs which'I ex- 
pected to have finiſhed that morning, was put off 
till the afternoon and then, by the parties not 
meeting, it was farther poſtponed till next 
morning. Early the next morning, I met 
Captain Hunt at the Bankſal; Said he, «1 
thought you had been on board,” I told him, 
that I could not poſſibly get my buſineſs done, 
otherwiſe, I ſhould have gone on board imme- 
diately upon receiving his orders, He ſaid, that 
my buſineſs was nothing to him, and he would 
be D- if he did not find officers that would 
5 C 3 obey 
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obey him, before he got to Bengal. I acknow- 
ledged the obligation I lay under to obey his 
orders; declared, that it had always becn a 
pleaſure to me to obey his commands ; and, in 
the preſent caſe, nothing but mere neceſhty, 
had occaſioned my ſtaying any longer on ſhore 


than was agreeable to him: that I thought Mr, 


Einloch's abilities were equal to any thing that 
was to be done on board; and being told by 
Mr. Delmonte, the Purſer, that Mr, Kinloch 
had acquainted him of his having got 350 of 
the company's ſhot ready; I did preſume, that 
he would have delivered them. Said Captain 
Hunt, You had no buſineſs to think any 
thing about the matter; but to have obeyed my 
orders. If you could not get your buſineſs done, 
why did you not come laſt night and acquaint 
me with it?” I told him, I was very ſorry that 
things ſhould have happened fo ; and, that I cer- 
tainly would have acquainted him with it, had 
it occurred to me, Captain Hunt ſeemed to 
turn a deaf ear to all that I ſaid; and went a- 
way in a very ill humour, 


After committing my buſineſs to the care of 
a friend, I hurried on board, and got the ſhip in 
readineſs for ſea, In the afternoon, Captain 
Hunt came on board, leaving the ſecond Mate, 
Purſer, add Paffengers on ſhore till next morn- 


ing. 
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ing. I immediately waited on Captain Hunt 
in the round-houſe, toknow if he chuſed to 
have the ſhip unmoored ? He told me, that ſhe 
was not to be unmoored until next morning; 
but defired that | would get every thing clear. 
I informed him, that every thing fore and aft, 
was then clear. Before Captain Hunt went 
to ſleep, he gave me direCtions concerning the 
unmooring of the ſhip next morning, together 
with ſignals, ſalutes &c, all of which 1 punc- 
tually executed, Log: 


About four o'clock the next morning, the 
3oth. we began to unmoor : about eight, Mr. 
Kinloch, the Purſer, and Paſſengers came on 
board, and at nine we weighed. Captain 
Hunt was not upon deck when I got the ſhip 
under fail, though there was a great ſwell, and 


ſeveral ſhips of war riding pretty cloſe under 
our lee. The ſea breeze coming in, we con- 


tinued turning to windward; and at four o 
clock in the afternoon, were but a little to the 
Eaſtward of the ſhips in the road, I had the 
command upon the quarter deck, from four 
o'clock in the morning until ſeven at night; 
at which time Captain Hunt, making a ſhort 
excurſion from his party at cards in the rounds 
houſe, came upon. the quarter deck, and, ad- 
© acfling himſelf to me, ſaid. Mr. Stevenſon, 


you 
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you muſt go down to your cabin, Where is 
Mr. Kinloch ? 1 never had my orders difobey - 
ed before. V ou {aid you would be on board 
in two hours. Where is Mr Kinloch? ” I told 
him that Mr, Kinloch was below: and ordered 
my youngeſt ion, who then happened to be near 
me, to go and tell Mr. Kiuloch that the 
Captain wanted him, Then, turning to 
Captain Hunt, I ſaid, „Sir, did not men- 
tion any number of hours, for the time of my 
going on hoard: I only ſaid, that I could not 
go immediately, but would go as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble. Jam very ſorry that neceſſity obliged 
me to ſtay any longer than you expected, or I 
intended: but I cannot help thinking it extreme- 
ly ſtrange, that you ſhould ſingle me out, as the 
particular butt of your reſentment.* Upon 
Mr. Kinloch's coming on the quarter deck, 
the Captain told me again, that I muſt go 
down to my cabin, To which I replied, © It 
is very well; I ſhall obey your orders; but I 
hope to have the liberty, by and by, of ſpeak- 
ing for myſelf,* * That you will, Said he.“ — 
© | ſhall certainly uſe it.” replied]. “ Very 
well,” ſaid he, It is my pleaſure now,” I im- 
mediately yielded to his cruel caprice, and 
went directly to my cabin; where, I continued 
for the ſpace of twenty-two days: namely, 
until the 22d. of October, when Captain 
Hunt 
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Hunt, ſent Mr. Kinloch to tell me, that 1 


might go on ſhore. 


Captain Hunt having excerciſed his authorĩ- 
ty over me, in ſo cruel and unwarrantable a 
manner on board; it was very natural for me 


to ſeek for redreſs upon my getting on ſhore, 


-I conſidered both the Captain and myſelf, as 


ſervants to the Honourable Company, and the 
Governors and Council in India, as their repre- 


ſentatives. I knew that my impriſonment. 


was a perſonal injury ; and for which, the Com- 
pany could give no ſatisfaction: but my diſ- 


miſſion from office, I conſidered as a matter in 
which they were clearly intereſted ; and there- 
fore applied to the Governor and Council of 
Bengal, as the proper judges. On the 28th. of 


November, I wrote to Governor Cartier as fol- 
lows. 


To the Honourable Joux CanTizr, Eſq; 


Honourable Sir, 


Be pleaſed to allow one, who, being very 
materially injured, humbly ;preſumes to claim 


Four preſent attention Permit me thus, brief- 
ly to lay before you, the no leſs hurtful, than 
diſagreeable nature of my preſent ſituation 5 
together with the pretended cauſe, from which 
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it is ſaid to flow, With your very diſtin- 
guiſhed humanity in view, L cannot entertain 
the leaſt doubt of an impartial hearing : whilſt 
the conſciouſyeſs of my own innocence, joined 
to a firm perſuaſion of your honour's power, 
as well as inclination, to render juſtice to the 


injured; furaiſh me with the pleaſing hopes of 


a favourable iſſue. 


It is now ſome time, fince I was ſo unhappy 
as to fall under the diſpleaſure of my com- 
mander; who, with the greateſt aſſiduity, I 
ever ſtudied to pleaſe. The real cauſe of his 
cruel proceedings, I cannot, at preſent, pretend 
to point out, with any degree of preciſion: per- 
haps he was actuated by a baleful prejudice, 
ariſing from a variety of cauſes, However 
that may be, the pretended cauſe, by which 
he means to warrant my very unjuſt and rigo- 
rous treatment, was diſobedience to his orders 
on ſhore, within the Preſidency of Madraſs, two 
days before our departure from thence : for a 
more particular account of which; I humbly 
beg leave to refer to the encloſed paper x. On 
Saturday the 28th. of November laſt, what he 


calls diſobedience, was very unwillingly com- 


mitted 


* Containing an account of what paſſer at Madraſs, as Ratcd in 
the precceding pages. 


FA 
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mitted by me: but it was not until Monday 
the 3oth. that Captain Hunt ordered me to my 
cabin, as a puniſhment for that ſuppoſed trani- 
greſſion. My no leſs cruel, than illegal con- 
finement, began about ſeven o'clock in the 
evening of that day, when the ſhip was fairly 
out at ſea; and, it continued until we had been 
forty eight hours at 'Cupee ; + namely, until 
Tueſday the 22d. of October, when, Captain 
Hunt ſent Mr. Kinloch, the ſecond mate, to 
tell me, that J might go on ſhore, 


I ſhould have applied to your honour imme- 
diately upon my coming up, had not ſome of 
my friends diſſuaded me from it ; alledging, 
that Captain Hunt, might thereby be induced 
to blame me for being in ſuch a hurry ; if not 
alſo become furniſhed with .a plauſible pretext, 
for exercifing the ſame cruelty over again upon 
the homeward bound paſſage. About two weeks 
after we came to town, it was thought, that 
the Captain began to ſhew ſome ſigns of a re- 
conciliation. But, as ſuch proſpeQs have, ſince 
that period, been daily decreaſing, and are row 
no more; I hope your honour will ſee the ne- 
ceſſity of this application; and in ſeeing, par- 

| Wl don 


+ Culpee is a village ſituate near to Bengall River; about 30 
miles below Calcutta, and ncar to which the Rochford lay to 
deliver her loading, 
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don the freedom which I now take in humbly 
requeſting to know, if it will be agreeable to 
you, that I thould lay the matter before your 


_ honour in council? | beſcech you, Sir, to conſi- 


der, that my character, my fainily, my all is 
now at ſtake: and to remain longer ſilent, after 
being ſo ,, materially and publicly degraded, 
and puniſhed ,,would argue ſuch conſciouſneſs 


ot guilt, as might afterwards prove inſurmouat- 
ab le. 


AllI requeſt at preſent is, to meet mine op- 


preſſor before you upon equal terms, each hav- 


ing full liberty of ſpeaking for ourſelves; or 
what other method to you ſhall ſeem meet. 


If, upon a fair hearing, it ſhall appear to ——_ 
that I have notdeſerved the puniſhment already 
inflicted ; I would humbly implore, and hope 


for, the favourable interpoſition of that autho- 


rity, with which you are ſo wiſely and fully in- 
veſted. But if, on the contrary, Captain 
Hunt can prove; that ever I held his orders in 
contempt, contradifted or refuſed to obey his 
commands, depreciated his abilities, or endea- 
voured, in the moſt minute or diſtant manner, 
to weaken his influence, power and authority 
on board. Then, let ſtern juſtice demand, 


and, as a ſervant to my employers and a mem- 


ber of ſociety, I will filently ſubmit to the 


moſt 
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moſt ſevere puniſhirent, that others may fear 
to tranſgre's. . 

Soon after the ſending of this letter, I wait- 
ed upon the Governor, to know his pleaſure con- 
cerning the matter in queſtion. I told him, I 
was extremely ſorry to give him ſo much 
trouble; but hoped that the neceſſity of the 
caſe would plead my excuſe. To this, Mr. 
Cartier very nobly replied. ** There needs no 
apyology for your application to us; you are 


only aſking for common juſtice, and it is our 
unqueſtionable duty to render it: Vet, as you 


are to go home under Captain Hunt's com- 
mand; I would rather recommend a private re- 


e lilberich, than a public enquiry.” To this 
J objected, that a8 my charracter had been pub- 


lickly injured , [ did not fee, how it could be 


fo fully cleared by a private enquiry as a pub- 
lic one. Said Mr. Cartier, * I will ſend for 


Captain Hunt, and if I find him willing to do 
that juſtice to your charaQer, which I think 
you have a right to expect, I ſhall adviſe you 
to make it up : if he will not, I ſhall then lay 


your papers before the Board.” After thank- 


the Governor for his very fiiendly advice, and 


begging leave to reſt the management of my 
affair with him, I withdrew. 


D Upon 


* 
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Upon the 20th. of January 1772, Captain 
Hunt and all the other Officers left Calcutta to 
carry the ſhip to Ingelee, Being then left 
alone, I ſoon reſolved to pay the Governor ano- 
thet viſit; who, as ſoon as | entercd the Council 
chamber, ſaid, ſmiling, that he ſuppoſed 1 
began to be uncaſy about my affair. Sir,” 
ſaid I, though I think myſelf perfectly ſafe in 
your hands; yet I confeſs, that my being left 
alone in Calcutta, when the ſhip is procecding 
from Culpee down to Ingelec, docs, at times, 
excite ſome difagrecable cogitations.“ To 
this, Mr. Cartier was pleaſed to reply as follows, 
« You may make yourſelf perfectly eaſy about 
the matter : You may depend upon my going 
through with it. For the reaſons which for- 
merly gave, I am ftill inclined to-a private re- 
concilation, rather than a public enquiry : in or- 
der to effect which, I will agaimfend for Cap- 
tain Hunt; and, which ever way it may be ſet- 
tled, be aſſured, that your character ſhall be 
ſufficiently juſtified. I have made it my bufi- 
neſs to enquire, and have had a very good account 
of you: I am credibly informed, that you have 
behaved well on all occaſions, and particular- 
ly to Captain Hunt. You have acted very 
prudently in this matter, and I ſhall write to 
Captain Willſon, that your character may not 
ſuſfer with that Gentleman, who, you ſay, is 


y our 
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your principal friend.” After taking my 
leave of Mr. Cartier, I waited, with as much 
patience as could well be expected, untill the 
ſeventh of February ; when, by the advice of 


ſome of my friends, I delivered to Mr, Cartier, 
the following Petition, 


To the Honourable JohN CARTIER, Eſq. 


Governor of Fort William, Preſident &c. 
Council, 


' Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


The Petition of JOUN STEVENSON, 
Chief Mate of the Ship Rochford, Captain 
WILLLAM HUNT Commander, moſt hum- 


b! y ſheweth unto your Honours, 


That your Petitioner, was ſvora in Firſt 
Officer of the aforeſaid ſhip on the 28th. of 
November 1770, and continued to act in that 
ſtation until the 3oth. of September 1771; 
when, Captain Hunt thought proper to diſmiſs 
him from office, and confine him to his cabin 
during the whole paſſage from Madrats to Cul- 
pee. For amore particular account of which, 
your petitioner begs leave to refer your ho- 
nours to the incloſed. paper, | 


D 2 | Humbly 
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Humbly beſeeching your Honours, to make 
inquiry into the matter in queſtion, ordering 


the parties, together with Mr. William Doug- 


las, perſonally to attend. And to grant your 


petitioner ſuch relief in the premiſſes, as to 
your honours, in your aboundant wiſdom and 


gcodneſs, ſhall ſeem meet. And as in duty 


bound ſhall ever pray. 
N | Your Honours 


Culcutta 7th. of humble Petitioner, 


February 1772. and moſt obedient Servant, 


Joan STEYENSON. 

A few days after the delivery of this peti- 
tion, I was informed by Mr. Paſcal, firſt officer 
of the Colebrooke, that his commander had re- 
peatedly declared himſelf ſorry for the treat- 


ment I had received from Captain Hunt; and 


would be very glad to ſee me at his houſe, 
Ia conſequence of this invitation, I waited on 
Captain Morris the next morning; when, the 
converſation ſoon turned upon the difference 
which had ariſen between Captain Hunt and 
me. Captain Morris told me, that he had never 
ſpoke to Captain Hunt on the ſubject, neither 
had he ever heard him ſay any thing concern- 
ing it: and, being totally ignorant of the ground 
upon which our difference had ariſen, hoped, 
that I would favour him with the account. 


Agrecable 
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J Agrecable to his requeſt, I related the whole 


matter to him, from firſt to laſt, as ncar as 1 
could recolleA : upon hearing of which, he 

expreſſed great ſurprize that matters thould 

have been carried ſo high, without any ſort of 
quarrel having happened between us. Cap- 

rain Morris ſaid, he was ſorry that I had bcen 

0 very ill treated; and offered his- ſervice to 

4 bring about a reconciliation. I told him, that 
I was inch obliged to him for the friendly 
part which he offered to take: but, as matters 
men Rood, J was under the neceſſity of decli- 
ung the acceptance, That TI had lately appli- 
cd to the Governor and Council by petition ; 
and mnit now leave the matter entirely to their 
decihon. Captain Morris obſerved, that as 
public enquiries generally made. a great noiſe 
at kome, he could with the affair to terminate 
in a more private and amicable manner: that if 
any ching in his power could effect ſuch a ſett- 
ling; he was ready to ſet about it immediately, 
I told Captain Morris, that TI was as much 
obliged to him for his offer, as though I had 
accepted it. That Captain Hunt had it long 
0 in his power to have made it up in a very eaſy 
manner; but having either eg lected or ſlighted 

the opportunity, I had, at la{i, applied to the 

Governor and Cou cil in form, and was then 

| determined to ſtand firm for a public 1nveſtiga- 
| | D 5 tion. 
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tion. Mr. Paſcal, and likewiſe Mr. Stevens, 
Chief Officer of the Clive, urged me much to 
a pri vate accommodation, but having formally 
applied to the Board, I waited the reſult: and 
on Monday the 2d. of March, I received, from 
the Secretary, the following letter viz, 


To Mr. STEvexson, Chief Officer of the 
Rochford, 


61K 


I am directed by the Honourable the Prefi- 
dent and Council to inform you, that a Com- 
mittee formed of three Members of the Board, 
will meet at Mr. Recd's, on Friday morning 
next, to enquire into the complaint you have 
lodged againſt Captain Hunt. At which time 
you are directed to attend, then to ſupport the 
charge you have brought againſt that gentle- 
man. 

Fort William, J am, Sir, 
2d. March, 1772. your humble Servant, 
Signed W, Wynne, Secretary, 


On Friday the 6th, of March, a Committee 


formed of the following gentlemen, viz. John 


Reed Eſq. Preſident, James Laurell and Wal- 
ter Wiikins Efqrs. met. When, Captain 


Hunt 
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Hunt and I attending, my petition and incloſed 
memorial were both. read; and he, being deſired 
to reply thereto, ſaid. I ſaw Mr. Stevenſon 
on the beach on Sunday morning, and ſaid 
I thought he had been on board the day before. 
Mr. Stevenſon anſwered, that he could not go 
on board, having buſineſs of his own to do; 
and that when he had buſineſs of his own to 
attend to, he did not think himſelf under my 
command, To this J replicd, I wiſhed he had 
told me fo before, and then left him. No 
perſon was preſent at that time but us two. On 
Monday evening, being on board, I came out 
of the round houſe, and told Mr. Stevenſon, 
T thought he had made ſuch an anſwer to me, 
as no Chief Mate had ever made to a Captain; 
and that it was ſuch as J could not put up with, 
either in juſtice to myſelf or my Owners, Mr. 
Stevenſon replied, that he was time enough on 
board to unmoor the ſhip, and he thought that 
was ſufficient, 1] then ſent for Mr. Kinloch, 
to take charge of the ſip. Mr. Stevenſon then 
aſked me, if I ordered him down to his cabin ? 
1Haid, that he might do as he pleaſed, Mr. 
Stevenſon ſaid, I had a picque againſt him, 


And I replied, the leſs he ſaid of that, the 
the better. I then defired Mr, Stevenſon, to 


go.down to his cabin,” 


The 
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The Committee remarked to Captain Hunt, 
that what I had alledged concerning his tell- 
ing me, that he would write to Mr. Kinloch 
to go on with ſtowing the main hold, ſeemed 
to imply; that he conſented to my ſtay ing on 
ſhore ſome time longer to finiſh my buſineſs, 
To this, Captain Mtered, I did not ſay fo to 
Xlr. Stevenſon: I] wrote to him to deſire him 
to call upon me, Which he did; when, I aſked 
him what buſt:eſs he had to do? he anſwered, 
nothing but to ſettle with his Dcbath, which 
might take him up avout two hours. After- 
wards, I met Mr. Stevenſon on the ſame. day, 
hay ing, at that time, permiſſion tocarry the ſhot 
to Bengal, I told him to go on board imme- 
diately, Mr. Stevenſon replied, that he would 
go as ſoon as poſhble,” Captain Hunt being 
aſked, if the reſt of my repreſentation of what 
. paſſed between us was true? anſwered, “ can- 
not charge my memory with every particular 


circumſtance, but, in general, believe it to 'be 
{9 


Mr. William Douglas being called and aſk- 
ed, what paſſed between Captain Hunt and 
me at Madraſs, on the Saturday before we ſail- 
ed from thence? Said, ©] was preſent at 
Captain Hunt's when Mr. Stevenſon came to 
him, Captain Hunt told him, he had received 
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orders from the Governor to proceed to ſea im- 
mediately. Captain Hunt defired that Mr. 
Stevenſon would go on board and get the ſhip 
in readineſs. Mr. Stevenſon mad- anſwer, that 
he had ſome particular buſineſs to do. Cap- 
tain Hunt then told him, to go on board as ſoon 
as poſſible. This is the ſubRance of what paſſ- 
ed to the beſt of my recollection, but [ cannot 
be poſitive as to the very words. | 


In vindication of my nt; I declared as 
follows. I think it extremely ſtrange, that 
Captain Hunt ſhould charge me with ſaying 
that, when I had buſineſs of my own to attend to, I 
did nat think myſelf under his command. Fhis is 
only his allegation, he brings no proof in ſup- 
port of it. As there was not any perſon pre- 
ſent at that time; it is not, in my power to 
bring any witneſs to refute the aſſertion. But 
I declare, that no ſuch words were ever uttered 
by me : and my almoſt inftantly repairing on 
board, in compliance with Captain Hunt's or- 
ders, muſt, conceive,appearaſtrongcircumſtan- 
tial proof of the contrary, And that, the ready 
ſubmiſſion I have always paid to Captain Hunt's 
orders, muſt evince, that I could not fo far 
forget my duty, as to make him ſuch a reply 
on that occaſion. With regard to what Cap- 
tain Hunt has further alledged, I folemnly 

declare 
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decla e, that no ſuch converſation ever paſſed 
between us. I deny every part of it, except- 
ing the laſt words, wherein Captain Hunt ſays, 
he deſired me to go down to my cabin, with this al- 
teration, that he made uſe of the expreſſion, 
you muſt go dnwn to your cabin. As to Captain 
Hunt's ſaying, that he met with me a ſecond 
time on the Saturday; I aſſure the Committee, 
that I did not ſee Captain Hurt again during 
that whole day : nor at any time from, eight 
o'clock on Saturday morning, until I ſaw him 
at the Bankſal on the next morning. He may 
have dreamed of theſe things fince he came to 
Calcutta; but I dare venture to ſay, that they 
never once-entered-into his own head until his 
arrival here, Surely he muſt have been great- 
ly aſtoniſhed, at my giving him ſuch an an- 
ſwer at Madraſs, as he has now thought fit to 
charge me with. He muſt have been perſwad- 
ed, that Ihad unfortunately loſt my ſenſes, and 
thereby become juſtly entitled to his commiſ- 
ſeration. This charge appears to me ſo exceed- 
ingly heavy; that was I an owner of a ſhip 
myſelf, and had clear proof, that one of my 
ſervants had given ſuch an anſwer to that man 
whom I had appointed over him; I would ſpurn 
him out of the ſervice, As every thing which 
paſſed between us on the evening after we left 
Madrafſs, was public upon the Quarter Deck; 
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I could call upon ſeveral witneſſes to prove my 
repreſentation of that affair, and refute his: 


but as theſe witneſſes are now, and muſt, for 


ſome time to come, remain under Captain 
Hunt's command; I beg leave to reſt my caie 
withiyou, on what I have ſaid myſelf; together 
with this letter, which I received from Mr. 
Princep, in anſwer to one I wrote that gentle- 
man on the 2zult. Submitting intirely to you, 


whether he ſhall be called upon perſonally to 
attend.” 


Having, anterior to our being called before 
the Committee, heard a report circulating at 


Calcutta to my prejudice, I wrote the follow- 
ing letter to Mr, Princep, viz. 


Dear Sir, 
The difference between Captain Hunt and 


me, remaining yet unſettled; I expect every 


day to receive orders to appear before the Go- 
vernor and Council, together with Captain 
Hunt and Mr. Douglas. It 1s very probable 
that you may be called upon likewiſe, unleſs 
your writing prevent it.— The Captain ſays 
you told him, that I found fault with his abili- 
ties, ſomewhere about the Iſland of Johanna; 
and in particular, that I ſhould have ſaid, he did 
not know how to ſhape a courſe. At preſent, I 
cannotcharge my memory with any thing like it, 
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either as to words or thoughts. However, I 
beg you will be ſo obliging as to write me on 
receipt of this; letting me know, whether there 


be any, and what foundation, for the ſaid re- 
port? It is certainly a matter of ſome conſe- 


quence to me. And, as you was with me when 


the Captain came to me on the evening of the 
Zoth. of September, I ſhould be glad to know, 
whether Captain Hunt did not addreſs me in the 
manner following viz. © Mr. Stevenſon, you 
muſt go down to your cabin. Where is Mr. 
Kinloch ? I never had my orders diſobeyed be- 
fore, you ſaid, that you would be on board in 
two hours. Where is Mr, Kinloch ? For my 
own part, I think theſe are his very words. 
My charaQter has been very materially and 
publickly injured : and Captain Hunt, fſo far 
from offering to render the leaſt ſatisfaction, 
goes {till on, adding to the original injuſtice, 
Surely, it requires no uncommon. degree of diſ- 
cernment to ſce, that my character, my fami- 
ly, my all is now at ſtake. And I ſhould but 
very ill deſerve the name of a Man, the huſband, 
and the father; if 1 hefitated a moment in 
ſteping forth in their defence, —] hope I need 
not to reitterate the requeſt of your ſpeedy 
anſwer. | 


Calcutta Feb, T remain 
22d. 1772. Dear Sir, yours 
To Mr. John Princep, moſt ſincerely 
at Houghly. | JohN STEVENSON, 


A NARRATIVE, dc. 3 
Soon after my ſending this letter, I received 
the following in anſwer thereto, viz, 


| Dean ITY 

Your fayour of the 22d. 1 received this 
morning. It gives me real concern to find the 
difference not yet accommodated between you 
and Captain Hunt, for both whom I have a 
great regard, Allow me to ſay, that an appeal 
to me on this occaſion is, in my opinion, both 
unkind and improper : unkind, becauſe my be- 
ing ſummoned to Calcutta would be very in- 
convenient; and improper, becauſe I don't 
hold myſelf accountable to any one, for a con- 
verſation which might have paſſed between any 
ſecond perſon and myſelf in confidence, With 
regard to your firſt queſtion, whether I did 
not tell Captzin Hunt, you aſſerted he knew 
not how ta ſhape a courſe? I muſt reply, I 
never, to my knowledge, ſaid any ſuch thing. 


As to the ſ.cond queſtion, what TI heard 
Captain Hunt ſay to you the night we left 
Madraſs, was, Mr. Stevenſon, 1 never had 
my orders diſabeyed before.” Ihe tone theſe 
words were delivered in, giving me reaſon to 
imagine that a rupture was near, I immediate- 

E Ivy quitted 
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ly quitted the Quarter-deck; conceiving that 
my ſtay would have, been improper, 


Thus far in anſwer to your letter ; but let 
me requeſt of you. as a friend, that, if poſſible, 
I, who have hitherto been upon ſo friendly a 
footing with both parties; may not be brought 
as an, evidence by either : eſpecially, as my 
relation can be of ſervice to neither. | 


Believe me, dear Sir, no one more heartily 


wiſhes you an happy iſſue in this affair, than 
I do, who am 
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Dear Sir, ERS | 
Houghly 25th. your ſincere friend 2: | 
Feb. 1772. and moſt obedient 
To Mr. John Servant, 


Stevenſon. (Signed) JohN PrINcee. 
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Captain Hunt, at my requeſt, being aſked by 
the Committee, whether, by ordering me to my 
cabin, he meant or intended cloſe confinement 
there? anſwered, that he only meant diſmiſſion b 
from office, not confinement, Upon this, Mr. ü 
Walter Wilkin;, one of the Committee, aſked | 
me, whether th: ordering an Officer to his cabin, 
was not the uſual or common method of diſ- | 
miſſing him from his office? to which T anſwer- | 
ed, To diſmiſs an Officer from his office is | 

| one 
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one thing; but to order him to his cabin is 
quite a different thing: and there can never 
be the leaſt neceſſity for the laſt, when, only 
the firſt is intended. If Captain Hunt meant 
no more than difniffon from office, ks needed : 
only to have ſaid. Mr. Stevenſon, you are 
no longer Chief Mate of this ſhip ; I diſcharge 
all my people from obeying you any more as 
ſuch,” There would have been an end of my 
office ; I ſhould have been reduced to the ſame 
condition as a paſſenger; and, like them, might 
have walked where I pleaſed, provided that I 
did no harm. But if my Commander, will 
take upon him to impriſon my perſon, it is ab- 
ſolutely at his peril; and he muſt bring me to 
a legal trial at law in the firſt port we come 
to: for I 'muft have been guilty of ſome capi- 
tal crime, to warrant my Commander in im- 
priſoning me.” In proof of my having been 
confined, I produced the following paper, 
which Captain Hunt acknowledged to be a 
true copy of a note he received from me on 


the 12th, of October, 1771. 


To Capt. William Hunt, 
Sir, 4 
As cloſe akne to my cabin by your 


expreſs orders, prevents, at preſent, my petſonal 
attendance; I humbly beg leave, thus to ac- 
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quaint you; that I am of opinion, we are now 
upon the Eaſt ſide of Sagor ſand; and about 
thirty miles to the Northward of the South- 
Weſt end of the Eaſtern ſea- reef. If I am 


right in this my opinion, it muſt clearly fol- 


low; that you ought to take the benefit of the 


Eöb-tide, in order to get che ſup to the 


Southward '3 again, 


The reaſon of my thus troubling Fon is the 
"cbligation which, 1 apprehend, I ſtill lie under 
to the Honourab!e Company, by virtue of the 


Oath which I took at the India Houle. 4 re- 
main, 


October, 12th. 654 


at 40 clock PM your moſt obadient 
humble Servant, 
74 Jans STEVENSON. 


Captain Hunt was aſked by the Committee, 
whether, upon his receiving the foregoing 
letter, he acquainted me that I was not under 
confinement ? he anſwered, that his receiving 


the letter, was ſeveral days after he had ordered 


me to my cabin, The Committee told him, that 
as by that letter it plainly appeared, that I 
underſtood his ordering me to my cabin to mean 


cloſe confinement there; the queſtion was not, 


whether the receiving was long after the time, 
of 
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of his ordering me.to my abi: but e 
upon the receipt of that letter, he did, or did 
not undeceive me, by acquainting me that he 
never intended! ſhould be under configement 2 
To this, Captain Hunt anſwered ,that he never 
took any notice. of it. I then acquainted the 
Committee, that I was ready to withdraw the 
copy, provided, that Captain Hunt would own 
that he meant clo!e confinement 5 and, upon 
his refuſal, I requeſted. that it might be record- 
ed. I then aſked Captain Hyat as follows, 


© If you thouzht I had mifbehaved, why did 
you let me continue in the execution of my 
duty, till the evening of the zoth of Septem- 
ber. ? And, was ere any farther . matter of 
complaint aroſe, during that period?“ To this 
Captain Hunt. eee. „ did it that we 
mighi be both cool; and that I might know 
the reaſon of your giving me ſuch an antwer 
on the Beach,” I then atked, Did you ever 
ſpcak to me on the ſubject, from the time of 
our leaving the beach at Madrafs, until you 
came to me on the quarter- deck on the evening 
of the zoth of September ?*- To this he anfwer- 
ed,“ No, not on this affair; only on matters 
concerning the ſhip's duty,” IL then aſked, - 
he ever ſpake to any body concerning the =_ e 
ſubject, till he came to Calcutta? H: ſaid 

E 3 that 
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that he told Captain Gwinett of it ; but did 
not think it proper to make ſuch an affair public, 


Captain Hunt, was then interrogated by the 
Committee as follows, 


& If you thought that Mr. Stevenſon's conduct 


was improper, why did not you lay it before 
the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George?“ 


To this, Captain Hunt, after uttering ſome 
incoherent matter which could not be wrote, 
gave the following anſwer, „I had received 
my Packet; and it would have occaſioned the 
detention of. the ſhip.” 


&© Why did not you, upon your arrival 
at Fort William, acquaint the Preſident and 
Council there of what had paſted, relative to 
the conduct of Mr. Stevenſon ; that they might 
have given their diredions on the occaſion 7” 


&« As Mr. Stevenſon would not act under 
my command, I thought to give him time to 
reflect; and that ſome friend might interceed, 
and not bring it to this oper hearing.” 


This laſt anſwer, exhibits a very glaring 
proof, of the moſt conſummate efttrontery : 
«© Mr, Stevenſon 


A NARRATIVE, c. 43 
« Mr. Stevenſon, ſaid he, would nat aft unaer 
my command.” Surely Captain Hunt, weak as he 
may be, could never imagine, that my ſub- 
mitting to a diſmizion from Office, was, in any 
ſenſe, a refuſing to execute the duties of that 
office, So far had I ever been from refuſing 
to aft under his command, that I produced the 


cleareſt proof, of my having yielded myfelf up, 


in the moſt obſequious manner, even to ſuffer 
under his command. Could Captain Hunt be 
ignorant, that in conſequence of my complaint 
to the Governor and Council, he then attend- 
ed by their order, to ſhew cauſe why he hin- 
dred me from acting under his command? He 
did ſhew cauſe, and did it to his indelible fame. 
Men, who, in order to injure an innocent 
perſon, venture to deviate from the paths of 
truth; are often led to fruſtrate their own de- 


figns, by launching into extremes, the mot 


Wild and TREE PU y 


He ſays, that TI waited upon him on Satur- 
day morning, the 28th. of September, in con- 
ſequence of a note which he had ſent, deſiring 
to ſpeak with me: and, if you'll believe it, the 
intention of thit meeting was only to know, 
what buſineſs I had then. to do? Not a word of 
orders at that time, becauſe, it ſeems, my own 


private affairs were not finiſhed, This appears 


to 
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to "have lens a. very oe piece of kind» 
neſs in leed; but, by his account, it ſtopt not 


here: for meeting with me afterwards, when, 


having permiſſion to carry the company's ſhot 
to Bengal, he deſired me to goon board; but not 
immediately, for tbat might have appeared to 
have been too arbitrary: he only deſired, that L 
would go as ſoon as poſſible, and get the ſnip rea- 
dy for ſea.” How far this account agrees with 
Mr. Dousglas's and mine; or how, conſiſtent. 
with it, C. ptain Hunt's ſubicquent. beha- 
viour can be juſtified : I leave to the can- 
did and intelligent Reader, —bat, to return to 


his laſt very remarkable anſwer to the Com- 


mutee, 


c thought, continued he, to give him 
time to reflect; and that ſome fricud might 
interceed, and not bring it to this open hear- 
ing.“ I dare ſay, that none ever interceede( 
with Captain Hunt for my reſtoration as 2 
favour, becauſe ] pad ropcate | Y forb: id 1 
Bat ſurely he knew, that Governor 5 
had applied to him for it agen and again as a 
matter of right; that hs hs waite:! long tor 
hs doing juſtice to wy injured character; and 
covering, in tome meature, his own ſhame, 
But, as great Wits are laid to have ſhort me- 
morics, perhaps it may not be improper for 

me 
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me, to prevent his taking any advantage of 
that adage, by refering him to a matter ſtill 
more recent. Captain Hunt muſt have well re- 
membered, that the Prefident of the Commit- 
tee, the very gentleman he was then ſpeaking 
to, had, not two hours before, exerted his ut- 
moſt, endeavours to perſwade him to prevent a 


public enquiry, by making ſome apology for 


what he had done, and reinftating me in my 
office ; at the ſame time telling him plainly, 
that if he remained obſtinate in his refuſal; 


common juſtice would, in all probability, oblige 


them, to bring the affair to a much more dit- 
agreeable iſſue. 


Our examination being finiſhed, the Com- 
mittee made their report to the Honourable 
Board; And I had not the leaſt cauſe to com- 
plain of their deciſion: Me they reſtored to 
my office, and Captain Hunt was reprimanded. 
May I not, from ſuch premiſſes, fairly con- 
clude ; that his proccedings againſt me, appear- 
ed to them to have been ill-founded, capri- 
cious, and perſonal? On Tueſday the 1cth, 
of March, I received the following order, viz. 
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To Mr. * STEVENSON Chief Mate of 
the len. 


1 | i 
I am direQed vy the Honourable 
the Preſident and Council, to inform you of 


their orders, for your repairing on board the 


ſhip Rochford, and taking upon you the poſt of 


Chief Mate of that ſhip, from whence you | 


had been removed by the, Captain. And this 
order, you. are to conſider as ſufficient autho- 
rity for your ſo doing. 
Fort William, 11 
gth March, Vour humble Servant, 
1772 , (Signed) . W. Wynne, Sec. 


Said Captain Hunt to the.Committee, <* Mr. 
Stevenſon told. me, that when he had buſineſs 
of his own to attend to, he did not think him- 
{elf, under my command.“ Did J, in very 
deed, declare myſelf to Captain Hunt, in the 
manner which he has been pleated to repreſent ; : 
Surely, he muſt Rate been aſtoniſhed at ſuch 
an anſwer from me! he muſt have been ſtruck 
with amazement ! at ſo ſudden, fo great, and ſo 
unexpected a change. For my own part, I 
cannot ſee how he could avoid thinking, that 
I bid fair for becoming an unfortunate inha- 

bitant 
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bitant of Moorfields: And, if the tender feel- 
ings of humanity were inſuſhcient, methinks 
the duties of his office ought to have prevailed 
with him, to haſten a ſurgeon to my relief. 
Some immediate evacuations by bleeding and 
bliſtering, might have operated, to the bringing 
me back to that path of duty, from which, it 
ſeems, I had then moſt egregiouſly ſwerved. : 


Upon my receiving the foregoing order from 
the Secretary, I waited on Governor Cartier, 
to thank him for the trouble he had taken in 
the affair; and to apologize for my having 
been ſomewhat angry at Captain Hunt, when we 
were before the Committee. I told Mr. Car- 
tier that I was extremely ſorry for having ſhewn 
any ſigns of diſpleaſure in their preſence z but 
hoped, that Captain Hunt's very unaccountable 
behaviour at that time, would, in ſome meas 
ſure, plead my excuſe. *© To ſuppoſe, ſaid hk 
that I could have remained altogether filent and 
tranquil under ſuch a heavy charge, ſo very 
unjuſtly brought; would, in fact, be ſuppoſing 
me to have been ſomething more than human, 
Mr, Cartier ſaid, that he did not believe the 
charge which Captain Hunt had brought a- 
gainſt me. And although they had given me or- 
deph to reſume my office, totally independant 
of Captain Hunt; yet, he thought it, would 
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be prudent in me to wait on him, to know 
if he had any commands on board? I did wait 
on Captain Huat the next evening, at his own 
houſe ; when, after ſtaying ſome time, I was 
told by one of his ſervants, that the Captain 
did not want to ſee me. Before I left Calcutta, 
I wrote to Captain Hunt, acquainting him with 
my intended departure, and requeſted, as be- 
fore, to know his commands on board. But, as 
Captain Hunt did not deign to give me any an- 
ſwer, I was advifed to wait upon the Governor, 
which I accordingly did. J acquainted him, 


that my not being favoured with Captain Hunt's 


commands, was thought by ſome, to indicate 


an oppoſition to my aQing on board agreeable - 


to the orders 1 had received. Said Mr, Car- 
tier, * You are to go on board as directed by 
the Board: and if Captain Hunt ſhe uld reject 
you, he will then be guilty of diſobey ing our 
orders.“ I told the Governor that, for my 
on part, I coincided exactly with him in opi- 
nion: that J ſhould immediately repair on 
board: and if I met with any obſtructions in 
executing the duties of my office, 1 ſhould em- 


brace the earlieſt Me of G 


bim wich! it. 


Fa on the morning of the 20th. I got on 
board the Rochford at Ingelee, and reſumed 
my 
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my office of Chief Mate, by virtue of the au- 
thority aforeſaid. On the afternoon of the 
nextday, Captain Hunt came on board. About 
ſeven o'clock that evening, as we were employ- 
ed taking in the Captain's things, Mr. Blair 
came to me on the Quarter-deck and told me. 
That Captain Hunt had deſired him, as ſoon 
as he came on board, to ſec the ſloop, in which 
he came down, delivered. To which, he re- 
turned no anſwer, That Captain Hunt, had 
ſent for him twice into the Round Houſe after- 
wards, deſiring him to ſee the ſloop delivered; 
and gave him directions about the ſtowing of 
ſome wine in the Gun-room. But that he, 
Mr. Blair, excuſed himſelf each time by ſay- 
ing, that I was upon the Quarter Deck, and 
had the command. To which, Captain Hunt, 
never made any reply. 


I told Mr. Blair, I was much obliged to him 
for the account he had given me: and, that he 
might not appear to be deficient in his duty, 
with reſpeC to yielding obedience to Captain 
Hunt's commands, I deſired him to acquaint 
Captain Hunt from me, if he ſaid any more to 
him about the matter, that I now ated as Chief 
Mate of his ſhip, by virtue of a power receiv- 
ed from, or rather renewed by, the Governor 
and Council of Fort William: and, as I knew 

F no 
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no ſuperior on board but Captain Hunt, no man 
but himſelf, ſhould either take the command 
from me, or, any wiſe obſtruct me in execut- 
ing the duties of my office. If Captain Hunt 
be determined, to fly in the face of the Hon- 
ourable Board by rejecting me; let him, like 
a man, avow his determination; interpoſe his 
authority in perſon, and abide the conſe- 
quences. 


Such mean, defigning, and pufilanimous be- 
haviour in Captain Hunt; made me think it 
neceſſary, that we ſhould come to a ſpeedy ec- 
clairiſſement. I declared to my brother officers, 
my intention of going into the Round-houſe 
to know, whether, he meant to receive and en- 
tertain me as his Chief Mate? And 1 aſked 
Mr. Blair, if he would accompany me? To 
this, Mr. Blair, with his uſual openneſs, ſaid, 
c That I will Mr. Stevenſon, when ever you 
pleaſe, I fee that Captain Hunt will never reſt, 
until he gets himſelf turned out of the ſhip.“ 
Had I poſſeſſed only a ſmall ſhare of that in- 
ſidious diſpoſition, with which, Captain Hunt's 
breaſt ſeemed to be replete; I had then a fair 
opportunity. of making a very capital reprifal. 
I might-eafily have roſe, by the help of his de- 
ſcending ſcale, into that very power which he 
had ſo groſsly abuſed, Captain Hunt, juſt 
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before his departure & din Calcutta, being al- 
ſured, by the manager of that office where the 
buſineſs chiefly lay, that his diſpatches would 
follow him the next day; thought himſelf at 
full liberty to act on board the Rochford as he 
pleaſed, without running the leaſt riſk of being 
called to an account by the Governor and Coun- 
cil of Fort William. He did not entertain the 
leaſt doubt, about the receiving of his diſ- 
patches on the next day after his arrival on 
board: And it was the unanimous opinion 
of the officers, that had 1 come to an expla- 
nation with him in the manner I propoſed, he 
would have rejected me. Had this really been 
the caſe, I ſhould have immediately ſent an ex- 
preſs to the Governor and Council; and, as we 
were not diſpatched until the 4th. of April, we 
ſhould both have been ordered to attend the 
Board again; and ſurely they could not have 
ſuffered, ſuch a direct and wilful diſobedience 
of their orders, ſuch an open and daring con- 
tempt of their authority, to have eſcaped with 
impunity, Some, perhaps, may be ready to 
aſk, why I did not avail myſelf of this 
Hattering opportunity, for the preventing of 
that ſevere uſagewhich I afterward experienced? 
In anſwer to ſuch, I would obſerve ; that as 
the ſhip was, in every reſpect, Way for pro- 
ceeding; the wind moſtly from the ſea, 
| F 2 | and 
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and often blowing hard; the ſea pretty high, 
occaſioning the ſhip to pull hard upon her 
ground-tackle; one cable broke; in fears 
about the other, which afterwards did break ; 
the South Weſt Monſoon expected to ſet in 
ſoon, and Governor Cartier, from a real good- 
. neſs of heart, averſe to coercive meaſures; I 
thought it incumbent on me, to prefer the in- 
tereſt of my Emyloyers and the peace of a good 
man, to the temporary enjoyment of an office, 
which to fill with credit, requires great abili- 
ties joined to an unwearied application, Of 
two evils, the leaſt ought always to be choſen; 
and I reſolved to try, whether an open and 
obliging deportment, could divert him from 
his apparent purpoſe ; at leaſt for a time. In- 
deed, I had but very little hopes of eſcaping 
another diſmiſſion from my office, upon the 
firſt trifling occaſion; but I had not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion, that he would ever have ventured 
upon a ſecond impriſonment : his behaviour, 
before the Committee at Calcutta, having been 
ſo very expreflive of fear, reſpecting the con- 
ſequences of the firſt, 


Captain Hunt's ſhyneſs ſoon diſappeared ; 
and in a few days, he ſeemed much more free 
and friendly than ever he had been before, 
_ Notwithſtanding which, I was not without my 


ap- 
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apprehenſions, with reſpect to that baſe deſign 
which then lay latent in his breaſt : his ſubſe- 
quent behaviour proved my ſuſpicions to have 
been too juſtly founded. For at eight o'clock in 
the evening of the roth of April, four days after 
the Pilot left us, the Captain's Steward brought 
orders upon the Quarter-deck, for Mr. Kinloch 
to be called to relieve Mr. Blair; which watch, 
by rotation, belonged to me. I went immedi- 
ately into the RoundChoile, and aſked Captain 
Hunt, in the preſence of the Surgeon; Pürſer, 
and Mr. William Paxton, a gentleman . 
ger, if he had given ſuch orders? Mt the. 
ſame time I told him, that it was my watch. 
To which he replied, “ Very well, Mr. Kin- 
loch is to take it.“ I then aſked, if 1 was 
not to act? Said he, “ You: may do what 
you like.“ I aſked him, what reaſon he had 
for proceeding in that manner? Said. he, 
« You won't mind what I ſay; I ordered you 
to get the bulkhead ſhifted in the great- cabin, 
and you have not done it.” 1 told him, that 
when I aſked, whether Captain Ramſey. might 
not have the ſide- cabin to ſleep in? He anſwer- 
ed in the negative: and told me, that he in- 
tended to ſhift the fide bulkhead farther into 
midſhips, and then give the fide cabin to Mr. 
Paxton 3 but never gave me any orders about 
getting it done, I aſked him, if he had given 


F.3 me 


. 
* 
CA bo 
» * 
7 
| 7 
1 
1 
+. 
2 
„ 
eo. 
' BY 
+ I 
\ $f 
4. 
| LESS - 
0 © + 
T4 
F 4 
= » * 2 
x I 
Y * 7 
31 
1 S 
* 
} £ 
1 
i 


1 r 
* 3 Ry * ke 
IA * — * 2 


5 A NARRATIVE, Sc. 


me ſuch orders, what temptation he could 

poſſibly ſuppoſe me to have laid under, either 
to have avoided or delayed the execution? But 
Captain Hunt, inſtead of giving any anſwer 
to-what I then urged, told me, that I had con- 
tradicted him. In anſwer to this, I challeng- 
ed hum and all men living, to make it appear 
that ever I had contradicted him. * Ves, 
replied he, ©* You contradicted me before the 
Committee at Mr. Reed's.” I told him, that I 
certainly had a very good right to contradict 
what he then charged me with ; becauſe the 
charge was not juſt; and had moreover, a direct 
tendeney to deprive me and my family of bread, 


Said he, I can't ſee that.” To which I an- 


ſwered, If ſaying, that I ſhould have told you, 
that when I had buſmeſs of my own to attend to, I 
did not think myſelf under your command; did not 
tend to the taking away of my bread, I don't 
know what could.“ Upon ſaying which, I 
withdrew. I thought that the contradiction, 


ſpoken of by Captain Hunt, concerned the 
ſhip's duty. 


On the day following I began to think, that 
Captain Hunt's late proceedings againſt me, 
even taken in their moſt extenſive ſenſe, could 
not ſufficiently juſtify my continuing in a ſtate 
of inaQtivity, Theſe ſentiments I communicated 

to 
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to Mr. Paxton, and ſome of my brother Officers; 
who, coinciding with me in opinion, approved 
of my deſign of coming to an explanation with 
him on that head. About fix o'Clock in the 
evening, | went into the Roundhouſe and told 
Captain Hunt, Meſſ. Paxton, Cairncrofs, and 
Delmonte being again preſent; that in matters 
of conſequence, it was neceſſary the parties 
concerned ſhould be ſufficiently explicit : that 
my buſineſs then was to know, whether, by 
what he had done the night before, I was to 
look on myſelf as diſmiſſed from my office of 
Chief Mate of his ſhip? At the ſame time, I 
acquainted him with my further reaſons for 
putting the queſtion; namely, that when I aſked 
him, upon his appointing Mr. Kinloch to take 
my watch on the preceding night, whether J 
was not to act? He replied, © You may do what 
you like,” That he had alſo ſaid, before the 
Committee at Bengal, with regard to a former 
diſmiſſion, ** that I would not act under his com- 
mand. To all which, Captain Hunt was 
pleaſed to return the following anſwer; © You 
muſt wait for it. I told him, that as matters 
then ſtood, I had an undoubted right to put the 
queſtion; and, for my own ſecurity, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary that I ſhould have a plain 
and poſitive anſwer, To this he replied, as be- 
fore, You muſt wait for it,” Then,“ 


ſaid 
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ſaid I, as you will not declare, whether I am 
difinified or not; my watch comes upon deck 
at eight o'clock, and I ſhall take the charge of 
it. Said he, Mill ye?” I told him, that 
no perſon on board ſhould hinder me but him 


ſelf; that I knew no ſuperior on board but 


him: I owned his authority over me; and- 
declared that, if he chuſed to interpoſe that? 
autholity, I ſhould ſubmit. I again beggel 
to know, whether Þ was, or was not diſmifſ<" 
ed? To which, he replied as before, „VO 
muſt wait for it.“ © Then,” ſaid I, I ſhall: 
take the charge of my watch when they come 


upon deck.” To which, he made no other than: 


the former reply, ce Will ye? * 


At eight o'clock, I relieved Mr. Kinloch 
and took the charge of my watch. About” 
ten, Captain Hunt came upon the quarter- 
deck; and, without ſaying a word to me, or- 
dered Mr. Blair to be called. I aſked him, 
Mr. Paxton being. then preſent, if he could 
not as well have declared himſelf when I wait-- 
ed on him in the Round-houſe for that purpoſe 2 
To which, he made no reply. As ſoon as Mr. 
Blair came upon deck, he was ordered to take 
the charge of the watch : upon which, I aſked 
Captain Hunt, if I was then diſmiſſed from 


my 
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my office? He anſwered, 6 Ye, you . 1 
then ſpoke as follows, viz. 


Captain Hunt, we are now upon our paſ- 
ſage home.“ To which he anſwered, We 
are. et, continued I, as that paſſage, 
according to the common courſe of things, 
may prove pretty long ; I was willing to be- 
have 1n ſuch a manner, as to have made things 
as agreeable to both parties as I poſſibly could. 
But, ſteady to your original purpoſe ; 1 find 
you are reſolutely determined to ruin the man 
who has never injured you : whoſe chief, if 
not his only, crime, conſiſts, in having been 
too ſubmiſſive ; too aſſiduous to flimſe, If, in- 
ſtead of that obſequious demeanour which I 
always obſerved, I had, on ſome particular oc- 
caſions, treated you a little cavalierly ; per- 
haps, I might have come in with my brother 
Officers, for at leaſt an equal ſhare of your 
apparent favour and eſteem. But ſuch a be- 
haviour, I could by no means approve: on the 
contrary, it was always a pleaſure to me, be- 
cauſe I thought it my duty, not only to obey 
your orders in my own perſon ; but alſo to ſee 
and inſiſt, that every other perſon on board 
yielded obedience alſo. That, the more I en- 
deavoured to pleaſe, the farther I found my- 
ſelf from my aim; was my misfortune, not 


my 
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my crime. 3 to deal with determined 
oppoſition, and the moſt cruel tyranny, I was 
either counteracted or diſcountenanced almoſt 
in every branch of my duty; and rewarded 
ultimately with—What? Rewardetl!-with the 
moſt unjuſt, wantonly cruel, and illegal puniſh» 
ment! But, there is a degree, at which every 
man, when puſhed, ought to repel : and ſurely, 
in ſuch neceſſary defence, the aggreſſor cannot, 
but with a very ill grace complain; though, 
in his turn, he ſhould get capitally 105unded. 
I hope, however, you. will not imagine, from 
what I haye-now faid, that ever I intend to 
be guilty of any improper behaviour towards 
you whilſt,you are my Commander: nor in- 
deed at any time, what may juſtly be called 
improper behaviour. Conſidering you, as ap- 
Pointed over me by our mutual Emp'oyers, I 
ſhall continue cheerfully to obey you: vie w- 
ing you as. Commander of the Rochford, I 
ſhall reſpe& and honour you. But a time will 
ſhortly come, when all ſuch obligations will 
finally terminate and ceaſe: at that period, all 
you can reaſonably expect is, to be confidered 
merely as a member of Civil-ſociety ; and the 


duties ariſing from thence, will become Tccipro- 
cally incumbent, | 


, That 
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| © That I contradicted you, before the Com- 
mittee at Mr. Reed's, is true: but, had I not 
juſt cauſe for ſo doing? did we not meet there 
as oppoſite parties? and did we not, at that 
time, ſtand upon even ground? could you ima- 
gine, that I ſhould hear you ſtrenuouſly endea- 
vouring to ruin both me and my family; and 
yet remain filent? No! It was not to be expect- 
ed. However, I will give you a fair opportu- 
nity, of proving the charge which you was 
then pleaſed to. bring againſt me. Which, if 
you do? I here ue promiſe, humbly to 
aſk your forgivenneſs. But, until that is done 
1 beg leave to conſider it, as a no leſs 9 
cious, than ſcandalous falſchood. I now know 
your diſpoſition too well, to expect any favour: 
at your hands: from the frequent ſhewing of 
your teeth, I can eaſily infer your: cruel inten- 
tion to bite. I here publickly proteſt againſt. 
you, for all ſuch loſs and damage which may, 
happen and , accrue, in conſequence of what 
you have now done, as well to the Company ; 
and the Owners as myſelf.” That, ſaid he; 
«.You did in the Round-houſe. laſt night.“ 
„True, replied ] I, but now I do it in a more 
public manner. I wiſh you a good night and 
a better heart, at preſent I believe it is a very 
rotten one, It is ſome time ſince you declared, 
your deſire and intention of driving me out of 


the 
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the ſervice : the moſt effectual method of doing 
it would be by my death. But I would not 
have you to ſuffer your expectations to run 
too high on that head; I hope I ſhall not break 
my heart for all you have done yet; as, in the 
preſent caſe, I am not only without fault, but 
even without the leaft ſhadow of blame,” - To 
all this, Captain Hunt made no other reply 
than, Keep a good tongue — Lou ſhall have 
all the aſſiſtance in my power.“ 

From this time, I ceaſed to act, further than 
obſerving for the Latitude and Longitude ; 
and even thoſe ſmall remains, were but of very 
ſhort duration': for, on the next day, the 12th, 
about half paſt four o'clock in the afternoon, 
Captain Hunt, ſent his ſervant deſiring to ſpeak 
with me. I immediately obeyed the ſummons, 
and found him in the Balcony ; where, he 
told me as follows. As you took the 
watch laſt night contrary to my orders, I now 
order you to your cabin.” I aſked him, if he 
meant cloſe confinement there? To which he 
anſwered, © Yes.” I then began to ſhew, that I 
had not taken the watch contrary to, but for want 
of his orders; but in this 1 was ſtoped by his 
ſaying, I'll hear nothing about the matter: 
T order you to your cabin.“ I told him, that 


as he had ſhuffled ſo much about his former or- ; 
ders, 
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orders, when before the Committee, ſaying 
that, by ordering me to my Cabin he did not 
mean or intend confinement there: I ſhould 
not now, receive ſuch orders in private, . He 
inſiſted, very poſſitively, that he never denied 
any ſuch thing before the Committee; and 
bid me look into the copy of our examination, 
which I had received from the ſecretary, and 
ſee if he had not owned its I told him that I 
would look into it, and ſhew him that he was 
exregiouſly miſtaken. He again ordered me to 
my Cabin. To which J replied, as before, that 
I ſhould not receive any ſuch orders in private. 
And, ſo ſaying, I walked out of the Round- 
houſe. He immediately followed, ordering 


me to my Cabin; and added, Heuer. 1 fu 
you out of it De v0 n hy 
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Aſſoon as we came upon the 8 
Captain Hunt called out aloud, Mr, Kinloch, 
T have ordered Mr, 'Sttvonſon into cloſe con- 
finement in his Cabin.” Mr. Kinloch happened 
then to be walking foreward, towards the ſtar- 
board Gang- way; and not ſhewing any ſigus of 
his having heard what was ſaid ; Captain Hunt 
called out again as follows, % Mr. Kinloch, 
1 defire that you will ſee that Mr. Stevenſon 
keeps in cloſe confinement in his Cabin,” I 
then P Captain Hunt as follows, viz. 
G I ſhall 
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I ſhall now go to my Cabin, agreeable to your 
orders, but remember Sir, that I go and re- 
main there at your peril, Your intentions, with 
reſpe& to me, have been murderous. all along. 
But, notwithſtanding the very unwarrantable 
length which you now go, I hope ſtill to ſur- 
vive. Look to yourſelf, and to that which you 
have in charge, Some Captains, not content 
with having the ſupreme command on board of 
their reſpective Ships, are frequently arrogating 
to themſelves a right to an independant and 
unlimited power: from ſuch Gentlemen, I beg 
Jeave to differ. The Adventurers in Ships, 
whether Owners or others, have an undoubted 
right to the utmoſt abilities of all their Servants: 
and they expect and require, that their princi- 
pal Officers on board, ſhall be aiding and affiſt- 
ing to their reſpeiveCommanders, as well with 
their mental as bodily powers, Hence, that 
Commander, who will venture to undertake 
any thing momentous, new, uncommon or 
Hazardous, without the approbation of his 
Officers; muſt render himſelf clearly liable, to 
anfwer to his Employers for the conſequences, 
Witch theſe words, I deſcended the Steerage- 
ladder and went directly to my Priſon, where 
J ſtaid for the ſpace of three months and 
' nineteen days ; namely, until the 31ſt. ay.) of 
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During the firſt 'of my confinement, I was 
favoured, now and then, with a viſit from Mr. 
William Paxton, In the firſt of which, he 
condoled with me on my then very diſagreeas 
ble fituation, and adviſed me to take as muck 
exerciſeas I poſſibly could; that, in his opinion, 
being the beſt means for perventing ſuch fatal 
conſequences as might otherwife enſue. He 
obſeryed, that a ſedentary life could not fail 
of proving extremely prejudicial to a perſon 
who had always accuſtomed himſelf to a great 
deal of exerciſe: and that ſuch diſorders as 
were generated thereby, were rendered pecu- 

liarly dangerous, by the ſlow and imperceptible 
manner of their advances, I told Mr. Paxton, 
that I was much of his opinion with reſpect to 
the neceſſity of exerciſe;- and would always be 
carcful,to uſe as much as my very ſmall ſphere 
of action would admit, The laſt viſit I re- 
ceived from that Gentleman, during the time 
of my confinement, was, about three weeks 
after its commencement ; when, after aſking 
how I did, he expreſſed. great ſurprize at my 
having kept y health ſo well, in ſuch a con- 
fined place, I told him, that conſcious of 
having always ſerved my Employers and Com- 
mander to the very utmoſt of my power, I had 
peace in my own breaſt: ſenſible of the bene= 


Kits derived from exerciſe, I had appropriated 
G 2 about 
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about four hours in every day to the purpoſes 
of walking, or rather to that of turning to and 
fro; and with ſuch helps, I hoped, through 
Divine affiſtance, to defeat Captain Hunt's 
ultimate deſign. © I ſuppoſe,” ſaid Mr. Pax- 
ton, you would not have put Captain Hunt 
to any trouble on account of your confinement 
from Madraſs to Bengal, if he had not pro- 
ceededto the like treatment again: for what- 
ever you may gain one way, will, very likely, 
be loſt in another.” In anſwer to this, I only 
ſaid, that Captain Hunt had always intended 
What he had lately done ; notwithſtanding his 
very hypocritical behaviour to the contrary. 
Mr. Paxton ſaid he did not believe, that 
Captain Hunt ever meant to confine me cloſe 
to -my own Cabin : and aſked me, if I would 
not ſpend an hour now and then in his? I told 
him, that although the paſting of an hour or 
two inhis Cabin would be very agreeable tome, 
yet I could not, as matters then ſtood, accept 
of his invitation; for that Captain Hunt had, 
in the moſt poſitive manner, ordered me into 
_ cloſe confinement in my Cabin; and threaten- 
ed me with puniſhment, if ever he found me 
out of it, Said Mr. Paxton, I don't think, 
that Captain Hunt would take any notice of 
your being out of your Cabin, provided that 
you remain any where below: he only meant 
is = tha 
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to prevent your appearing any mote upon the 
Upper-deck : he could not bear to fee you ob- 
ſerving for the longitude ; that, I firmly be- 
heve, was the ſole cauſe of all his proceedings 
-againſt you.” I told Mr. Paxton, that I had 
At the ſmalleſt obje&ion to Captain Hunt's 
enlarging the limits of my place of confine- 
ment: but, as he had ordered me to my Cabin 
in the moſt poſitive and explicit manner, I 
certainly ſhould not make uſe of any ſuch la- 
titude without his leave. I admitted, that my 
obſerving for the longitude might have been 
one, though not the ſole cauſe, of Captain 
Hunt's unwarrantable behaviour, I declared 
myſelf fully convinced, that, from the very 
beginning of the voyage, he had been actuated 
by another, and much worſe motive, 


From this time, I was-not fayoured with any 
more viſits from Mr, Paxton and indeed, I 

| received but very few from any other perſon, 
excepting from Mr, Blair. I, am, however, 
very far from thinking, that ſuch ſhyneſs pro- 

. ceeded from any diſreſpect or antipathy to me; 
but rather from their perſwaſion, that ſuch in- 
tercourſe, might have prevented them from 
baſking themſelves ſo effectually in the ſun- 
ſhine of the Court. When { duly confider, 
that ſelf- preſervation, is one of the firſt and 
G 3 moiſt 
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moſt powerful laws of Nature; ſurely, I can- 
not be heartily angry at ſuch of my Ship- 
mates, who cautiouſly avoided the rendering of 
themſelves obnoxious to the diſpleaſure of an 
arbitrary Ruler, by carrying on a friendly, fre- 
quent, and open intercourſe with a State Pri- 
ſoner. Notwithſtanding my confinement, I em- 
braced every opportunity of obſerving, both 
for the variation and the longitude. But, in 
this matter, I acted as privately as I poſſibly 
could ; leaſt my tyrannical Commander, ſhould 
have taken it into his head, to cut off ſo free 
and uſeful an acceſs to the luminaries of Hea- 
ven. In order to ſhew, that this privacy, in - 
taking my obſervations, was not an unneceſſa- 
ry precaution ; I ſhall only obſerve, that four 
days after we left the Bengal Pilot, I began to 
obſerve for the longitude, and on that very 
night, Captain Hunt took my watch from me: 
about two o'clock the next afternoon, I obſerv- 
ed again, and on that night, I was diſmiſſed 
from my office; and, finally, on the third day 
I obſerved; and, in leſs than two hours af- 


ter, I was committed a cloſe Priſoner to my 
Cabin. 


When we put in at the Cape outward bound, 

we found a French Tranſport riding there, 
pound for the Mauritias, with two companies 
of 
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of the Iriſh Brigades on board, The Officers 


Informed us, that their Ship was the two and 
twentieth Tranſport, which had put into the 
Cape that ſeaſon, with Troops for the French 
Iſlands. And that, as there were then about 
eight thouſand European Troops at the iſles of 
France and Burbon, they expected ſoon, to 
pay an unfriendly viſit to ſome of our ſettle- 
ments in India. 


During our ſtay at Bengal, the Governor 
and Council were apprehenſive, that the French 
had formed a deſign againſt that place: and 
they ſent one of the Company's armed Veſſels 
to gain intelligence. Matters ſtanding thus, 
at the time of our departure from Bengal; we 
thought it very probable, that ſome French 
Ships of War would be cruizing off the Capes 
Good- hope and Lagullas, in order to in- 
tercept both our outward and homeward bound 
Ships. 


As we drew near to Cape Lagullas, I found, 
upon enquiry, that my name was left entirely 
out of the Ship's new Quarter-bill ; and I aſk- 
ed Mr. Kinloch, if ſuch omiſhon had been 
owing to any orders received from Captain 
Hunt? Mr. Kinloch ſaid, that he had not 
received any orders from Captain Hunt; and 
| aſſured 


J 
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aſſured me, that the putting of his name in 
the place of mine, in the Quarter bill, was 
not intended as a complim nt ro hi ſelf : that 
his looking upon i.e as a P. er, was the 
only reaſon for leaving my name out, without 
conſulting of Captain unt about the watte: : 
But, that he would ſpea to the Captain con- 
cerning it, and acquaint me with his an{wer, 
On the next day Mr. inloch told me, he had 
ſpol to the Captain; but that Le ſeemed un- 
williag, to give any poſitive orders about it. 
Said | to Mr. Kinloch, * ſuch behaviour in 
Captain Hunt, is no other than I expected; 
and I have a queſtion ready for you to anſwer; 
namely, did he {ee the new Quarter bill after 
it was made out?“ „Ves, {aid Mr. Kinloch, 
As ſoon as it was made out, the Purſer 
carried it to the Captain for his inſpection: 
and, having received his approbation, it was put 
up.” Well ſaid I, © that is enough for me: 
I thought, that although I had been diſmiffed 
From fervice in the common courſe of things; 
I might ſtill have been allowed to act in cafes 
of neceſſity. After waiting about a week, 
in order to fee if Captain Hunt would cauſe 
my name to be inſerted in the Quarter bill, 
I eſent him the following letter, viz. 


Captain 


' 
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Captain William Huat, 
. 

As cloſe confinement to my Cabin by your 
expreſs and repeated orders, with a threaten- 
ing of puniſhment annexed in caſe you ever 
found me out of it, prevents my waiting upon 
you in perſon ; I beg leave to uſe this method 
of remonſtrating againſt your leaving my 
name out of the Ships new Quarter bill: and 
in doing it, I hope I ſhall not uſe any expreſ- 
fion that may juſtly be deemed unbecoming 
in an Officer to his Commander, every cir- 
cumſtance of the caſe duly conſidered, 


Speaking, ſome time ago, about what had 
paſſed on the 12th. of October laſt; I took o- 
caſion to ſay ; that I was pretty certain, you 
would not have releaſed me from my then place 
of, confinement, even, though you had been 
drove to the utmoſt diſtreſs. What you have 
now done, ſufficiently juſtifies that cenſure : 
and what could then be called but opinion only, 
is now raiſed into abſolute certainty. A power 


to do ſuch things, you may have; but right, 


I will venture poſfitively to 3 you have 
none; nor ſo much as the leaſt ſhadow of right. 
—Can you poſſibly imagine, that Chief 
Officers are deſigned, either by the Honourable 

Company 
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Company or the Owners, to be treated as pieces 
of live lumber on board ; or to be laid fore and 
aft like ſpare Semis, whilſt their reſpective 
Commanders and any of the other Officers are 
ſtanding * No ſurely ! In every caſe which con- 
cerns the ſhip, they are expected and required, 
to be aiding and aſſiſting to, not cauſeleſsly 
and capriciouſly diſmiſſed, broke and impriſon- 
ed by, their reſpective Commanders. To talk 
of the ſhifting of a bulk-head in the Great- 
Cabin, for the conveniency of one of your 
' paſſengers z- or of my contradicting you be- 
fore the Committee at Calcutta, will at once 

exhibit, the moſt convincing evidence, of your 
: determined cruelty, and my 1 Innocence hut, 
be that às it will, allow me to aſk; why will 
| you fuffer the difference: ſubſiſting beiden us, 
to prejudice our mutual Employcrs i in a caſe of 
neceſſity, and where tlieir property muſt be in 
extreme danger? as you are entruſted with the 
Ship by the Owners, and with the Cargo by the 

Honourable Company; can you imagine that, 

in caſe of meeting with an Enemy, it is not 

your indiſpenfibſe duty, not only to defend that 
charge in your own perſon; but alſo to ſee 


that every other perſon on board does che ſame, 
in * Feveral ſtations | 


Our 


Our Employers cannot be ſuppoſed to have 
had the leaſt hand, either in theſe crimes urged 
by you againſt me, or in that cruel treatment 
which I ſo juſtly complain of in you. Can we 
then heſitate a moment, in riſing ſuperior to 
our on differences; in mutually forgetting our 
own real or 1maginary injuries; when our moſt 
ſolemn engagements, call loudly upon us to 
unite, in defending the property of our blame- 
leſs Maiters. Let me entreat you Sir, to or- 
der my name to be inſerted where it ought to 
be; that all manner of altercation may be a- 
voided on the day of battle. For the preſer- 
vation of that order and ſubordination, which 
on board of every Ship is abſolutely neceſſary, 
1 have hitherto ſubmitted patiently to all your 
cruel and illegal treatment: and encouraged 
by the hopes of ſurviving, and that er'e long, 
you will be obliged to render an account of 
your conduct, I intend to continue ſubmiſſive. 
But ſhould we meet with an enemy, which 
God forbid, my Priſon would ſoon ceaſe to 
exiſt ; and be aflured, that when guns roar-and 
bullets fly, I ſhall not remain an idle Spedtator. 
I ſhall then infiſt on fighting in my ſtation: 
ſubject nevertheleſs, to all yaur lawful com- 
mands, ſo long as you continue to. defend, the 

5 | Ship 
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Ship whilſt, there remains any probability of 
ſaving her. I remain 

Ship Rochford at Sir, 
Sea July the Sth, your moſt humble 


at 6..PM1772. and obedient Servant, 
JohN STEVENSON, 


Previous to my ſending of this letter, I invi- 
ted Mr. Blair into my Cabin; not only to 
peruſe its contents, but alſo to be a witneſs of 
| my ſending it. But Captain Hunt never deign- 
ed to return me an anſwer, nor was there any 
alteration ever made in the Ships Quarter bill, 


Fully perſwaded, that no act of oppreſſion 
in my Commander, however unmerited, could 
abſolve me from the obligation I lay under to 
watch over the intereſt of my Employers; I 
embraced every opportunity to obſerve for the 
longitude. And as Captain Hunt had, for 
ſeveral days, been greatly miſtaken with reſpect 
to theplace of the Ship: I thought the ſituation 
we were then in, rendered the following infor- 


mation necellary. 


Captain William Hunt, 
-E-L 
- By ſeveral Lunar obſervations lately taken, 


Tam enabled to ſay, that we have never yet 
been 
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been near to Cape Lagullas, much leſs to the 
Weſtward of it. We are now in 22%, 9” Eaſt, 
Longitude,and about two degrees,to the Eaft- 
ward of that Cape. From hence you may eaſily 
Judge, whether the courſe which you now ſteer, 
viz. North Weſt and by Weſt, be a proper one, 
Ship Rochford at J remain Sir, 
Sea, July 8th at 12 your moſt 
P M. 1772 humble Servant, 
Jo HN STEVENSON. 


The above Note was wrote at eight o'clock, 
two hours after the ſending of the other letter, 
in order to be delivered at twelve that night; 

and my eldeft ſon had orders to call me at that 
hour, He did call me at the time appointed: 
but the wind having, before that time, ſhifted 
to the Weſtward, rendered my ſending it un- 
neceſſary, I was very unwilling to let Captain 
Hunt know, how much the Ship was to the 
Eaſtward of account, if it could with ſafety 
be avoided. I knew. that he was extremely 
anxious to put in at the Cape of Good Hope: 
and I, as carneſtly, wiſh'd that we might not. 
Had we put in at the Cape, we ſhould not have 
ſtaid above two or three days at St. Helena 
which, in all probability, would have fruſtrated 
my defignof calling Captain Hunt toan account, 
before the Governor and Council, in the manner 
(167 8 H which 
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which I aftewards did. As the error in accoum, 
induced to a ſharp look out for the Cape long 
before we came to it; I could not entertain 
much hope of obtaining my wiſh : Yet, on the 
x4th. of July, we paſſed the Cape in broad day 
light, at the diſtance of five or ſix leagues ! 


and arrived at St. Helena in ſixteen days 


Onthe 3pR. of July we arrived at St. Helena; 
and Mr. Kinloch, after the Ship was moored 
and Captain Hunt gone on ſhore, came into 
my Cabin and ſaid, „Mr. Stevenſon, I ſup- 
Pole you know what I am come about : Cap- 
tain Hunt defired me to acquaint you that you 
are at your Liberty,” I immediately quitted 
my Priſon ; ſat always at table agreeable to my 
tation, but never concerned myſelf with any 
of the Ship's duty, and, on the 6th. of Auguſt, 

I delivered the following petition to or Gover- 
nor and Council viz. 


To the Honourable Joun SkoTTOw, Efqr 
Governor of St. Helena, Preſident in Council, 
'a d Council. 


Honovrable Sir, and Sirs, 
The petition of Jou STEvENnsoN, Chief 
Mate of the Ship Rochford, Captain WII LIAN 

Hunt 
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Hur Commander, moſt humbly ſheweth ; 


unto your Honours. 


That your Petitioner, was ſworn in Firft 
Officer of the aforeſaid Ship on the 28th, of No- 
vember 1770, and continued to act in that ſtati- 
on until the oth. of September 1771, when Cap- 
tain Hunt thought proper, to diſmiſs himfrom 
office and confine him to his Cabin during the 
whole of the paſſage from Madraſs to Bengal. 
That, upon application to the Honourable 
Board at Bengal, a Committee was appointed 


to enquire into the matter; and, in conſequence 


of which, he received an order dated the qth. 
of March, to repair on board and take upon him 
that office, from which he had been diſmiſſed 
by Captain Hunt. Accordingly, your Hon- 
ours Petitioner got on board the Rochford on 
the 2cth. of March; and, by virtue of the 
aforeſaid Authority, he reſumed the office of 
Chief Mate of that Ship, and continued to act 
in that ſtation until the 10th. of April; when, 
upon a moſt frivolous pretence, Captain Hunt 
proceeded to a ſecond diſmifſion and impriſan- 
ment, 


For a more particular account of which, 
your Petitioner begs leave to refer your Hon- 
ours to the accompanying paper, (containing 

H 2 a narrative 


- — - ec» +. — -,4 N 
— — — — — rr bb” Wn I 


— WP 


— 


1 
OT 
33 


* 
we 


2 - 
3 
W 


76% A NARRATIVE, Se. 


a narrative of what paſſed on the ninth, tenth, * 
and eleventh of April Se.) 


Humbly beſeeching your Honours, as well 
from a ſenſe of his duty as his privilege, to make 
enquiry into the matter in queſtion, ordering 
the parties together with Meſſrs. Paxton, Cair- 
ncroſs, and Delmonte, perſonally to attend: 
And to grant to your petitioner, ſuch relief 
in the premiſes, as to your Honours, in your 
aboundant wiſdom and goodneſs, ſhall ſeem 
meet; and, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 
Your Honours 
St. Helena, the humble Petitioner, 
eth. Aug. 1772. and moſt obedient Servant, 


N Jons STEVENSON, | 


In conſequence of this petition, Captain 
Hunt and I attended the Honourable Board, 
agrecab!e to their orders, on Thurſday the I1ith. 
of Auguſt : When, after the reading of my 
papers, Captain Hunt proceeded to make his 
defence. And, in doing of which, he never ſo 
much as mentioned, either the ſhifting of the 
Bulk-head in the Great-Cabin, or my contra- 
difting him before the Committee at Calcutta, 
Bur, in this particular, perhaps he was guided 
by the. hint given him in my letter of the 8th. 
ef July: However that may be, I will venture 


to 
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to ſay, that his change of Plea left him equal- 
ly embarraſſed. Said he, I gave Mr. Ste- 
venſon orders at Ingelee, to get three rounds 
of powder filled, and he did not do it: So that 
if we had metwith an Enemy off the Cape, as we 
expected, I muſt have given up the Ship with- 
out fighting.” In anſwer to this, I declared to 
the Board, that I never received any ſuch or- 
ders: And called upon Captain Hunt to pro- 
duce one man, then on board the Ship, to ſay, 
that ever he had given me ſuch orders; or that 
ever heard him, from the time of our de- 
parture from Ingelee up to that very day, 
complain, that he had given me ſuchorders and. I 
had not executed them. Ves, ſaid Captain 
Hunt, “the Deputy Maſter Attendant, when 
clearing the Ship at Ingelee, heard me.“ A 
very pertinent anſwer indeed,” ſaid I, 4 Gentle- 
men: I aſked him to produce one perſon now 
on board the Ship, many of whom -are his 
Friends, ſome his Dependants, all of them I truſt 


arc honeſt men; and he has referred you toaman, 


who, I ſuppoſe, you neyer ſaw, nor perhaps, 
ever will,” Said Captain Hunt, © My inſtruc- 
tions require that ſuch a number of cartridges 
Thould always be kept full.” To which J an- 
ſwered, © Gentlemen, I will not preſume to ſay, 
that Captain Hunt's inſtructions does not re- 


quire, what he now contends for: I never yet, 
H 3 
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was favoured with a fight of his inſtruct ions; 
and therefore, cannot be ſuppoſed to know their 
contents, any farther than he has been pleaſed 
to communicate them. But ſuppoſing, that 
Captain Hunt had really given me ſuch order, 
and that I had duly executed them ; I ſhould 
be glad to know, what connection ſuch filling 
could poſſibly have with a propoſed ſervice, at 
the diſtance of three months ? from my own 
knowledge of gun powder 1 will venture to ſay, 
that cartridges filled in the beginning of April, 
muſt have been changed ſeveral times before 
the month of July: otherwiſe, the humidity 
emitted by the ſalt-petre, would have render- 
ed them totally unfit for ſervice, long e're that 
period. As diſmiſhon from office, effectually 
prevented me from acting, ſubſequent to the 
tenth of April; with what ſhadow of juſtice 
can Captain Hunt blame me, for the want of 
any number of cartridges, for ſervice, in the 
beginning of July Fj 


The Board admitted, that my remarks con- 
cerning the gun powder were very {juſt ; and 
defired us to withdraw, I ſhall now cloſe 
this warlike affair, with the following querries. | 
Did Captain Hunt really think it neceſlary, 
that a certain number of cartridges ſhould be 
filled antecedent to our ſailing from Ingelee? 
| and 
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apd did he verily believe, that, if he had met 

with an Enemy, the want of ſuch provifion 

would have neceſſarily obliged. him to have 
given up the Ship without fighting ? Did he 

ever make the leaſt enquiry concerning the 

gun powder, from the time of our leaving 

Bengal River on the 4th of April, until he ſaw 

the Iſland of St. Helena on the 3oth, of July? 
And, was there a fingle cartridge filled, at any 

time, between thoſe two periods ? 


As Captain Hunt totally neglected the mak- 
ing of that proviſion, without which, he ſaid, 
he muſt have ſurrendered the {hip without fight- 
ing; will not the intelligent Reader find 
ſome difficulty in believing, that ever he in- 
tended to have made any reſiſtance? Oh! 
my late oppreſſive, and ſtill relentleſs Com- 
mander! what difficulties now ſurround thee ? 
Arraigned before thy Superiors, and obliged to 
defend thyſelf in a bad cauſe, whilſt thy Coun» 
ſellors are at a diſtance ; how greatly art thou 
embarraſſed? Drowning men are faid to catch 
at every twig. But Thou! impelled by thy 
evil genius, and blind to the conſequences, 
graſps, with the utmoſt avidity, at a devour- 
ing frebrand! Tell it not in India: Publiſh 
it not within the walls of our Jerufalem: leaft 
the independent Sons of Zebulon rejoice. 
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5 A NARRATIVE, &. 

The Board, after deliberating on the mat- 
ter, ordered Captain Hunt and I ſeverally in 
again. What paſſed on that occaſion, will ſuf- 
ficiently appear by the following copy of a 
letter, ſent to the Governor and Council a few. 
days afterwards, viz. 


To the Honourable John Skottow, Eſq ; 
Governor of St. Helena, Prefident in 
Council, &c. Council; 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
Conſidering Captain Hunt's behaviour to 
me, during the paſſage from Bengal to this 
place,, to be ſuperlatively cruel as a man; ty- 
rannical as a Commander; and directly re- 
pugnant to the cut es of his office, as a ſer- 
vant to his Employers: I applied to your Hon- 
ours, for the interpoſition of that authority 
with which, you are no leſs wiſely, than fully 
. inveſted.. Captain Hent and I attended the 
Honourable Board, in conſequence of your or- 
ders, on Thurſday the 13th inſtant ; when, af- 
ter hearing my petition and account of the 
whole matter in queſtion between us read, and 
hearing of Captain Hunt's defence, we were 
defired to withdraw. Upon my being called 
in a ſecond time, I was told by the Honourable 
Board, that one man's attertion was as good 


574 . as 
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as that of another; that, as there were other 
ſworn Officers on board; the paſſage from 
hence to England ſhort; and the deciding of 
the matter here would require ſome conſider- 
able time; You thought it moſt adviſeable, 
to leave the whole matter in queſtion, to the 
diciſion of our Honourable Maſters. That Cap- 

tain Hunt had ſaid, I would wait on him and 
aſt him for his orders, he would reinflate me in my 
office.” -I obſerved to your Honours then, that 
the aſking of Captain Hunt for his orders, by 
way of favour, I could not, I muſt not do. Such 
an application, might prove of very dangerous 
coniequence to me; as it would not only be 
giving a kind of ſanction to all that he had: 
already done; but might alſo encourage him, 
to proceed to the like treatment in the remain 
ing part of our paſſage: and, with ſubmiſſion 
to your Honours, I beg leave to fay, that I 
am ſtill of the ſame opinion. I cannot ſce 
how, with any degree of propriety, I can ap- 
ply to Captain Hunt for his orders, until Lam 
properly in office. To aſk Captain Hunt for 
his orders, before I am really and properly re- 
inftated ; would, in other words, be aſking him 
to reclothe me with that authority which, in 
the moſt unjuſtifiable manner, he, long ago, took 
upon him to diveſt me of, The duty which 
I owe to my — was the principal 
motive 


[ 
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motive, thatinduced me to apply to your Hon- 
ours in the manner I have done: and that duty 
which I owe to myſelf, to my family, and my 
Frieads, forbids my granting any ſuch conceſ- 
ſion to Captain Hunt, ſo long as it clearly ap- 
pears, that he, not me, ſtands highly culpa- 
ble. I cannot conceive of the condition re- 
quired by Captain Hunt, in any other light, 
than as a dangerous conceſſion on my file: I 
know of- no other intention he can have 
in requiring it, My aſking him for his orders, 
cannot be ſuppoſed to convey the leaſt power 
or authority to him, either from the Honour- 
able Board or me, for the purpoſes of my 
reſtoration. The Honourable Board has- not 
commanded him, and I have no power to be- 


ſtow. In fact, he wants it not; he ſtands ſuf- 


ficiently inveſted by his Employers, in their 
conſtituting and appointing him Commander 
of the Rochford. Hence, the ſame authority 
that ſtripped me of my power as an acting 
officer; is indiſputably ſufficient for the pur- 
poſes of my reinveſtiture: and I am much 
more bound, to yield obedience to the laſt, than 


to the firſt, To the one Tonly yield, as to an 


over-ruling power; which is either juſtifiable, 
or not juſlifiab e; legal, or not legal; according 
to the nature of the caſe, and the manner of 
the proceedings therein: but to the other, I 

| ſtand 


A NARRATIVE, Se. 3%; 


Rand firmly and -perſonally engaged, by my 
own voluntary and deliberate act at the India- 
houſe, And it 1s abſolutely at my peril, to 
refuſe obeying the orders of my Commander, 
ſo far as, by my pre-engagement, I ſtand 
obliged. 


I beg leave to requeſt, that your Honours 
will be pleaſed to take particular notice of the 
gun-powder affair, as urged againſt me by 
Captain Hunt, That is the whole of his an- 
ſwer to my complaint. That is the only 
charge, which he offers to bring againſt me: 
and upon that, and that only, he now grounds 
the juſtice and legallity of my diſmiſſion and 
impriſonment. I humbly apprehend this to 
be a tacit acknowledgement, that the ſtate of 
the caſe, as repreſented by me, is true in every 
particular: that he is .conſcious to him ſelt, 
that the grounds upon which he actually diſ- 
miſſed me from my office, and impriſoned my 
perſon, is altogether untenable. His having 
recourſe to ſuch foreign and untrue matter, 
diſcovers, in the moſt conſpicuous and glaring 
characters, his determined reſolution to ruin 
me: and at the ſame time, though very unde- 
fignedly, he bears the cleareſt and moſt con- 
vincing teſtimony, to the rectitude of my be- 
haviour as an officer, Captain Hunt' knows 


very 
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very well, that I can prove every tittle of my 
complaint againſt him, by the three gentlemen 
whoſe names I have _— tranſmitted to your 


Honours. 


I beg leave to incloſe a copy of the letter 
which I ſent to Captain Hunt, when we were 
to the eaſtward of Cape Lagullas; apprehend- 
ing that, the taking notice of it becomes ne- 
ceſſary, by the nature and deſign of Captain 
Hunt's defence, —Always ready, cheerfully to 
obey, all ſuch orders as the Honourable 
Board may think fit to give me in writing; I 
remain very reſpectfully, | 


| Your Honours moſt humble 
St. Helena, And obedient Servant, 
Aug. 17, 1772. Jokx SrEyENsox. 


In conſequence of the foregoing letter, I 
was called into the Council- chamber, and 
heard the Secretary read the account intended 
to be tranſmitted by the Board, to the Hon. 
Court of Directors, concerning the matter in 
queſtion between Captain Hunt and me. In 
that account, I objected ſtrongly to the follow- 
ing words, viz, In order to compromiſe mat- 
ters for the preſent, and that the ſhip might 
not 80 home, without ſuch a principal officer 
being in his Ration ; ; we haveprevailed upon 
| Captain 


1 
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Captain Hunt, &c. Said I, © You could 
hardly have uſed a word, that included ideas 
more directly oppoſite to my intention and 
intereſt, than that of Compromiſe. To this 


the Preſident anſwered, That what they had 


written, was for their Honourable Maſters. 
To which I replied, © Gentlemen, Although 


I have no authority to diftate to you, what 


you ſhould write to our Honourable Mafters ; 
yet, I have an undoubted right to object to 
any thing in your writing, which hath a na- 
tural tendency to injure me. The word com- 
promiſe implies, that ſome conceffions have 
been granted: but you know, that ſo far from 
aſking any favour, or granting any conceſſion 
I have poſſitively and repeatedly declared a- 
gainſt both. I applied to your Honours as 
Judges, independant of the parties, not as 
Mediators: and I now expect, that you will 


decide the matter between us reſpecting my 


office, With deference to this Honourable 
Board, I beg leave to fay; that reftore or 
not 1eftore, is the only matter now before 
you. Either confirm what Captain Hunt has 
done, by continuing me under diſmiffion 3 or 
reverſe it, by reſtoring me to my office. My 
application to you, has been more owing to a 
fence of my duty to my Employers, than any 
view of intereſt to myſelf; and J am much 

I more 
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more ſolicitous to obtain their .approbation, 
than a temporary enjoyment of my office by 
the interpoſition of your authority, I can never 
expect to be upon a better foundation, than 
that on which I now ſtand : had Captain Hunt 
exerciſed common patience, in his late proceed- 
ings again me, it might have been otherwiſe. 
It cannot be ſuppoſed that the ableſt and beſt 
Officer that ever exifted, acts always right: and, 
for myſelf, I freely confeſs, that I have often 
ſeen my miſtakes when too late for redreſs. If 
I am now reſtored to my office, he may profit 
by his former imprudence, and watch an op- 
portunity to my diſadvantage. You have ſeen, 
by my memorial, how I proteſted againſt Cap- 
tain Hunt at Sea: and you know, how I have 
diſcharged my duty to my Employers, by ap- 
plying to you for my reſtoration. If you think 
proper to reſtore nie, the matter will be ended: 
if you do not, I muſt proceed farther: I muſt 
proteſtagainſt you, for all {uch loſs and damage 
as may accrue to the Aonourable Company, 
the Owners, and myſelf, in coaſequence of 
your refuſal. I hope, however, that ſhould I 
be reduced to; that diſazreeable neceſhty, you 
will do me the juſtice to believe, that ſuch 
con duct proceeds not from any reſentment to 
you; but from a conſciouſneſs of the obliga- 
tions I lay under to my Employers, Having 

| thus 
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thus ſaid. as much to the Honourable Board, as 
I thought was neceſſary upon the ſubject, I 
withdrew; and in the evening received the 
tollowing order, viz. 


'S'1 R, 

I am ordered by the Governor and Council 
to acquaint you, that in conſequence of Cap- 
tain Hunt's promiſe to the Board, td reſtore you 
to your former ſtation of Chief Mate on board 
the Rochford, on your waiting upon him to 
receive his orders ; and you requeſting that 
you ſhould have the ſame in writing from them; 
they therefore being defirous ; that a farther 
enquiry into your complaint, ſhould reſt until 
your arrival in England, I do hereby ſignify 
to you that it is the orders of the Board, that 
you wait upon Captain Hunt acquainting him 
with your intentention of going on board the 
ſaid ſhip Rochford, and to receive his com- 
mands. | 
St, Helena, | (Signed) 

Aug. 17, 1773. B. WRIOERHT, Sec. 


Having maturely confidered the foregoing 
order, I thought it neceſſary to ſend the follow- 
ing letter to the Board, previous to my wait- 
ing upon Captain Hunt. | 
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To the Honourable JohN Skor row, Eſq; 
Governor of St Helena, Preſident in 
Council, &c. Council. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
Though much averſe to troubling of the 

* Honourable Board any farther, in an affair 
ſo evidently diſagreeable : yet ſelf preſervation, 
that firſt and powerful principle, calls, requires 
and commands me, once more, humbly to 
crave your attention.— After repeatedly re- 
monſtrating, in the ſtrongeſt terms, againſt my 
.aſking of Captain Hunt for his order by way 
of favour, conceſſion, or condition, antecedent 
to his reſtoring me to my office; I flattered 
myſelf, that you wou'd only have required 
me to go to Captain Hunt and ſay. I am order- 
ed by the Honourable Beard to wait on you, to receive 
your commands on board, This, with ſubmiſſion 
to the Honourable Board, and ſimply this; 
totally abſtracted from, and unconnected with. 
all manner of application to Captain Hunt 
by you on my behalf, by way of requeſt ; or 
any promiſe made by him to you, in conſe- 
quence of, or founded upon, any ſort of con- 
dition to be performed by me; is the whole 
of my engagement. In the preſent caſe, I 
applied to your Honours as Judges, not as 
Mediators ; And I revered your authority as 
; derived 
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derived from our Honourable Maſters, not 
from the parties at variance. Far be it from 


me however, to refuſe yielding obedience to 


the commands of the Honourable Board, either 
where duty requires, or ſafety permits me; 
much leſs to come ſhort of the utmoſt limits 
of my preengagement- But your order, tranſ- 
mitted to me by the Secretary, bears. IT hat 
in conſequence of Captain Hunt's promiſe 
to the Board, to reſtore you to your former 
ſtation of Chief Mate on board the Rochford, 
on your waiting upon him to receive his orders. 
And you defueing to have the ſame in writing 
from them ; they therefore being defirous, that 


a farther enquiry into your complaint, ſhould 


reſt until your arrival in England, I do here- 
by ſignify to you that it is the orders of the 
Board, that you wait upon Captain Hunt, ac- 
quainting him with your intention of going 
on board the ſaid Ship Rochford, and to re- 
ceive his commands,” 


Your Honours have been already acquain- 
ted with, what Captain Hunt ſaid before the 
Committee at Calcutta, with regard to a for- 
mer diſmiſhon and impriſonment, namely, 
ec That I would not act under his command,” Like- 

© wiſe with that which I declared to him before 
many witneſſes, but a few minutes after my 
I g laſt 
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laſt diſmiſſion, viz. © That conſidering him 
as appointed over me by our mutual Employers, 
I ſhould continue cheerfully to obey- him; 
By the firſt, I humby preſume, the declara - 
tion required by your Honours, muſt clegghy 
appear to be dangerous ; and by the laſt, Alig» 
gether unneceſlary. 


* 


I humbly beg leave to remonſtrate, againft 
every thing done in this affair by the Honour- 
able Board, ſubſequent to the hearing of 
Captain Hunt's defence. And diſavow, all 
manner os compromiſe with Captain Hunt 
in the preſent cafe; and remonſtrate, in 
the moſt poſitive, yet reſpectful manner, 
againft every word uſed by your Hononrs, ei- 
ther in writing or otherwiſe, that may carry 
the moſt diſtant Idea of any thing like a com- 
promiſe on my ſide.— True indeed it is, that 
your Honours told me, Captain Hunt had 
promiſed, that if I would wait on him and 
aſk him for his orders, he would reinſtate me 
in my office.” But I hope the Honourable 
Board do well remember, that I refuſed to 
enter into any ſort of agreement with him; and, 
at the ſame time, gave my reaſons for ſuch 
refuſal; namely, that I could put no faith in 
any man, capable of acting the part which 
Captain Hunt had repeatedly done to me, 
witho ut 
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without the leaſt provocation, Your Honours 
were then pleaſed to order me; and in conſc- 
quence of that order, and that only, I then 
engaged: and ſhall now, ſoon after the 
delivery of this, fully perform. But, with 
ſubmiſſion to the Honourable Board, I cannot 
conceive of any orders being impoſed upon 
me, ſubſequent to my application, otherwiſe 
than as a deciſion, than as a ſentence ; and 
which, in the preſent caſe, your Honours have 
repeatedly declared to be given, without pro- 
perly enquiring into the merits of the matter 
in queſtion : that, you were pleaſed to leave 
to our Honourable Maſters, But the not fill- 
ing a certain number of cartridges at Ingelee, 
anterior to our failing from thence, 1s the only 
charge which Captain Hunt pretends to bring 
againſt me: and the being obliged, if we had 
met with an Enemy off the Cape, to have 
given the Ship up without fighting; is the 
dreadful conſequence, which, he ſays, might 
have ariſen from that ommiſſion. He ſays 
that he ordered me to fill a certain number, 
but cannot bring any ſort of proof in ſupport 
of that allegation; therefore, it falls to the 
ground of courſe, and I muſt ſtand clearly ac- 
quitted of all manner of charge. But, ſhould 
it clearly appear, that the Ship arrived within 
a few leagues. of this place, before there was a 

fingle 
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ſingle cartridge filled; aud that ſuch omiſſion was 
owing to Captain Hunts orders, or, at leaſt, to 
what was tantamount to a poſſiti ve order; how 
will he exculpate himſelf conſiſtent with that 
charge which he has, no leis maliciouſly than 
unjuſtly, brought againſt me? I beg leave alſo 
to obſerve, that he never offered to deny one 
tit:le of my complaint; he knew it could have 
been eaſily proved againſt him by three Gentle- 
men then upon the ſpot, and who all live in 
the ſame houſe with him, if you had thought, 
proper to have called them, For theſe reaſons, 
I humbly requeſt that your Honours wou'd be 
pleaſed to enter this with the other proceedings, 
that they may go home together, I remain 
with the greateſt reſpect, 
St. Helena, 19th, Your Honours 
Aug. 177 3» moſt humble and 
moſt obedient Servant, 
JohN STEVENSON, 


This letter I intended, as a remonſtrance 
or proteſt, againſt the proceedings of the G o- 
vernor and Council; a formal proteſt againſt 
them, being wholly impracticable in that place. 
Upon my going on ſhore the next morning, the 
20th. | found Captain Hunt ſtanding near.to 
Counſellor Baſſett's door, converſing with Mr. 
John Stevens, Chief Officer of the Clive, 

and 
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and Mr. Goodwin, one of the inhabitants of 
the Iſland. I immediately walked up to them, 
and, after mutual eompliments, addrelied Cap- 
tain Hunt as follows: 


Captain Hunt, I acquaint you that, I am 


erdered by the Board to wait on you, to receive your 
commands on board, And having now fully per- 
formed my engagement to the Honourable 
Board; I conſider myſelf as being exactly in 
the ſame ſituation, as when I firſt landed upon 
this Iſland. But the contents of the written 
order, tranſmitted to me by the Secretary, be- 
ing ſuch, as renders it neceſſary for me to make 
ſome few remarks thereon; I beg leave, firſt 
to read that order: This order, Sir, 
being declared to be given, in couſequence of 
your promiſe to the Honourable Board; and 
that promiſe, founded upon a condition to be 
performed by me: I muſt, in this particular, 
conſider them as acting in the character of 
Mediators, and not as Judges. As Judges, they 
receive their power and authority from our 
Honouraþle Maſters z which power, I ſhall 
Always revere wherever I find it, in whomſo- 
ever it is placed, As Mediators, they receive 
their power and authority from the contend- 
ing parties: that power I wholly diſavow. 


And I politively, abſolutely, and totally diſ- 
| avow, 


. 
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avow, every word, every act, either of the 
Honourable Board or of yours; that may car- 
ry the moſt diſtant idea of any compromiſe, 
ſubmiſhon, conceſſion, or condition on my 
fide. Was I to tell you, as I am direQed, that 
intend to go on board, and aſł you for your 
orders: you might, at ſome future period, 
ſay, as you did before the Committe at Cal- 
cutta, that I would'not act under your com- 
mand: that as ſoon. as I declared my willing- 
neſs to receive your orders, you gave me them. 
For theſe reaſons, I-will not declare, myſelf in 
ſuch terms. But I declare, that I always was, 
now am, and ſhall continue, ready and willing 
to obey all your lawful commands, as Chief 
Officer of your Ship. This, you know, is no 
more than what I told you a few minutes af- 
ter my diſmiſſion on the 1oth of April; name- 
ly, © That conſidering you as appointed over 
me by our mutual Employers, 1 ſhould con- 
tinue cheerfully to obey you: and viewing you 
as Commander of the Rochtord, I ſhould re- 
Fpe& and honour you.“ Here Captain Hunt 
told me, that as he had.brought the Ship thus 
far without me, he thought himſelf as capable 
of carrying her home as me, Upon which, I 
aſked him, why he made any compariſon be- 
tween his abilities and mine, reſpecting our 
duty on board? I declared, that I never once 

thought 
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thought. of comparing myſelf with him; but 


queried, much, whether, upon a ſtri& compari- 


ſon, he would appear in the moſt favourable 
light? Moſt people, ſaid I, call you a 
good natured man, and I allow that your be- 
haviour, to ſuch as you know will not put up 
with the leaſt injury from your hands, certain- 
ly ſpeaks you ſuch: But, where there is no 
power ſuperior to your own to controul you, 
and the day of reckoning at a diſtance and un- 
certain, you are Tyrannical; and, to me, hath 
proved ſuperlatively Cruel. Here Captain 
Hunt uttered ſome threatening expieſſions: 
To which, I replied, * Sir, I tell you publickly, 
that I am ready to meet you when ever you 
pleaſe. On board, you threatened to puniſh 
me, if ever you found me out of my Cabin: I 
ſhould he glad to know what farther puniſh- 
ment you meant to inflict * Was it flogging 
at the Gang-way ?. I believe there are none 
on board the Rochford, that dare touch my. per- 
ſon but yourſelf: and, was you to offer it, I 
think I would loſe my life, rather than- ſubmit 
to ſuch an indignity. This Sir, is the proper 
place to talk of puniſhing me: where, for a 
while, I can loſe fight of you as my Com- 
mander : and not on board, where the bring- 
ing of matters to an extremity, 'might have 
been attended with very dangerous conſe- 


quences. 
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quences. Here, be aſſured, that I will not bear 
the leaſt of your ill treatment. The uſage I 
have received from you has been remarkably 
cruel, your deſign moſt baſe: yet, when ever I 
conſider you as my Commander, I am all obedi- 
ence. When [ told you, upon my laſt diſmiſſion, 
that you had long ago declared your defire and 
intention of driving me out of the ſervice ; that 
the moſt effectual method of doing it, would 
ſurely be by my death; that I would not have 
you to ſuffer your expectations to run too high 
on that head; that IJ hoped, I ſhould not break 
my heart for all you had then done; being, re- 
ſpecting thoſe things whereof I was accuſed, 
not only without fault, but even without the 
leaſt ſhadow of blame: little did I then think, 
that you would have ventured any farther with 
me, But, in this, I found myſelf much miſta- 
ken. Thinks you, if diſmiſſion from office 
wont break his heart, ll try what impriſon« 
ment will do: And accordingly, without the 
leaft provocation, you ordered me into cloſe 
confinement the very next day. Now Sir, I 
aſk you, what did I do; what did I ſay, to pro- 
voke you to act ſo cruel a part? after my diſ- 
miſſion on the preceding night, did I ever 
ſpeak to you? did I ever look at you? did 1 
ever interfere with any of the Othcers or people, 
in the execution of their duty? or did I at all 

- concern 
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concern myſelf with any thing relating to the 
Ship ? Say Sir, before theſe Gentlemen, what 
I was guilty of, that could induce or tempt 

you to impriſon my perſon? was it becauſe 
you ſaw me in the Waiſt, when you was at 
dinner, taking an obſervation of the Sun and 
Moon for the longitude, with two Midſhip- 
men aſſiſting me, the one taking the altitude 
of the Sun, and the other that of the Moon, 
was it that which diſobliged you? I again call 
upon you Sir, to ſay, before theſe Gentlemen; 
what crime or ſhadow of a crime I ever com- 
mitted, that could afford you the ſmalleſt 
plea for ordering me into cloſe confinement ?,? 
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Upon Captain Hunt's not returning me any 
anſwer, I ſaid, * Now Sir, I know that I have 
a teſtimony in each of theſe Gentlemen's 
breaſts, that I am. perfectly innocent, and yon 
are a monſter of cruelty, 1f I could tell you 
then, that your defigns, with reſpe& to me, hail 
been murderous all along; will almoſt a four 
months cloſe impriſonment induce me, either 
to think or ſp2ak better of you now? before I 
quitted the Quarter-deck I told you, that T 
_ ſhould go to my Cabin agreeable to your orders; 
and bid you to remember, that I ſhould go, and | 
remain there at your peril, If I had died under 
my long confinement, and ſurely I run a very 


K great 
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great riſk of my life, you would have bcen juſt 
as acceſſary to my death, as though you had 
taken a piſtol and blown out my brains, True 
indeed, the law might not have been able 
to have conſidered you as guilty, through the 
want of that poſitive proof which it Hf OH : 
But, in the conſcience of every unprejudiced 
perſon, you muſt have ſtood clearly guilty. 
To this he anſwered, «What I have done I 
muſt anſwer for.” That Sir,“ replied 1, you 
certainly ſhall : for having ſurvived ſo long, 
I do not much fear my getting home alive 
and even you, I believe, now begin to diſpair 
of killing me. I firmly believe, that, at the time 
of your impriſoning of me, you was fully per- 
ſwadęd it would have occaſioned my death, And 
I no tell you publickly, that you durſt as well 
have eat your fingers, as ſerve me in the man- 
ner you have done; if you had thought, there 
| Had been the leaſt chance of my getting home 
alive. I am perſwaded, that was the Devil 
himſelf to appear in human ſhape; he would 
bluſh and be aſhamed, on being found guilty 


of thoſe things, which, I am much affraid, you 
make a merit of. F 


: Jabal proceed to the-inveſtigation of 
 fome reports, which you was lately pleaſed to 
e a ainſt me. And although they do not 
N 0 | immediately 
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immediately affect the matter principally in 
queſtion; yet, they exhibit an inconteſtible 
Proof of your malicious deſign, to ruin my 
character with ſuch Gentlemen as know nothing 
of me: And may therefore be induced, to 
frame their notions agreeable to ſuch Noon 


as you have ſo baſely propagated. You ſaid, that 


IL had proteſted againft you at Portſmouth, and 
at Calcutta. It is true that, I was long enough 
at Calcutta to have made a thouſand proteſts; 
but at Portſmouth, it was abſolutely impoſſible. 
You know that I never was on ſhore there.“ 
To this he anſwered, * I did not ſay you had 
proteſted ; but that you threatned to pxoteſt.” 
Upon which I aſked, where and wherff Pthreat- 
ned to proteſt againſt him at Portſmouth ? 
« Youdid it,” ſaid he, © when we were com- 
ing out at the Needles.” A very pretty joke 
gentlemen,” ſaid I, © he tells you, that when 
we were coming out at the Needles ; ſeveral 
leagues from Portſmouth ; no more going back 
to tt, and in fat did not: that there and 
then, I threatned to proteſt'againſt him at Portſ- 
mouth. Well,“ ſaid I, Captain Hunt, where 
and when, did I threaten to proteſt againſt you 
at Calcutta? © You did it,” ſaid he, „in 
the Round-houſe that night, when the Gentle- 
men and I were playing at cards.” * Juſt of a 
piece,” ſaid I, Gentlemen with the ſormer! 
K 2 He 
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He tells you, that more than three weeks after 
we had left Calcutta, four days after we had 
left the Pilot and were fairly out at fea ; no 
more going back to Calcutta, and in fact did 
not: That there and then, I threatned to p ateſt 
againft him at Calcutta, — Captain Hunt! if 
ou don't bluſh for yourſelf, I bluſh for you: 
Your aſſertions, are abſolutely an affront to 
dommon ſenſe ! | 


| © You have likewiſe raiſed ſome reports againſt 
me, concerning the Catting of an Anchor, and 
the calling of all hands upon the Quarter-deck, 
] did call upon you before the Honourable 
Board, and I now call upon you to ſoy to my 

ace, and before thele Gentlemen, what you 
mean by theſe accuſations ? I aſked him again 
and again concerning this; but, not being able 
to prevail with him, to open his lips upon the 
ſubject, I told him, that 1 had uſed the ſea for 
the ſpace of twenty. ſeven years, and never had 
loft an hours duty, until I did it by a < vel exer- 
tion of his power, That my ſufferings, though 
great in themſelyes, were much embittered by 
reflectiug, that ſince my Mother bound my 
dead, I had never taken ſo much pains to pleaſe 


my man, as I had done to pleate him; and all 
o no- purpole, | 


If 
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If, aid I, you have any thing to offer in 
your own favour, I now declare myſelf ready 
to hear you for the ſpace of half an hour? 
This, he ſaid, he could not do, becauſe, at ſuch 
an hour, he muſt go and dine with the Gover- 
nor. To which I Teplied, pulling out my 
watch, you have. plenty of time, and I am 
now diſpoſed to hear you patiently before theſe 
Gentlemen.” But he would not ſpeak, therefore 


T left him; and, in, the evening, wrote to the 


Governor and Council g# follows, viz. 


To the Honourable JohN Skorrow, Fa; | 
Governor of St Helena, Preſident in 
Council, &c. Council. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


I think it my duty to acquaint you, that, 
agreeable to the orders which I received from 
the Honourable Board, I waited upon Captain 


Hunt this morning, and acquaitited him as fol- 


lows. Captain Hunt, I now acquaint you, that I 
am erdered ly the Honourable Beard, te wait on jeu, 
to receive your commanas on beard, I received no 


ſatisfactory anſwer, nor any thing like orders: 


ſo that I now conſider myſelf, as being exactly 
in 
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in the ſame ſituation, as when I firſt landed on 
the Iſland. 


Iremain with the greateſt reſpe&, 
St. Helena Your Honours moſt bumble 
Aug. 20, and moſt obedient Servant, 


1772 Joan SrEvxxsox. 


Captain Hunt and I-attended the Board, on 
Saturday the 22d. when, after the Secretary's 
reading of the foregoing letter, Captain Hunt 
declared as follows, y Mr. Stevenſon never 
ſaid any ſuch thing to me. He never ſpoke any 
ſuch words, —T here were two Gentlemen pre- 
ſent, Mr, Stevens Chief Mate of the Clive, 
and Mr. Goodwin, they know. that he never 
faid any ſuch thing.—1 beg that Mr. Stevens 
and Mr. Goodwin may be font for, they will de- 
clare that, Mr. Stevenſon never ſpoke any ſuch 
words.” Hitherto, Thad not made any other 
reply to what Captain Hunt ſaid, than by ſhak- 
ing of my head and ſmiling. But as ſoon as a 
Meſſenger was diſpatched for Meſſrs. Stevens 
and Goodwin, I walked up to the Council 
Table and ſaid, Gentlemen, I have not the 
[malleſt doubt, but that the two Gentlemen who 

are now ſent for, will, upon their coming before 
you, readily declare, that theſe are my very 
words.“ I had no ſocner uttered theſe words, 
than Captain — in the utmoſt confuſion, 
. {aid 
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ſaid, << Ob! ! rather than have any more alter- 
cation about the matter, I'll give Mr. Stevenſon + 
an order to go on boa:d immediately.  Pll give 


it him under my own hand, if that will ſatisfy - 


him.” Gentlemen,“ ſaid I, © my caſe is now 
properly before you; and, from you, I expect a 


deciſion.“ Here the Preſident reminded me 
of my having formerly ſaid, that whenever 


Captain Hunt thought proper to order me to 


att in my ſation, I ſhould be obliged to yield 


ob. dience. In anſwer to which, I allowed it 
to be very true, that I had ſaid fo ; but obſerved, 


that it was one thing to obey the orders of iny 


Commander, when I received them; but a 
very different thing to declare, antecedent!y, 
that I willingly agreed to ſuch a reception. 
To the one, | ſtood always obliged, during the 
term of the voyage; reſpecting the other, I 
was entirely free, © If, * ſaid I, Captain Hunt 
gives me an order, I muſt obey it,” Captain 
Hunt affuring the Board, that he would im- 
mediately give me a written order, he was diſ- 
miſſed, And meeting with Mr. Stevens in the 
outer hall, who then attended by order of the 
Board, he told him, the matter was finiſhed 
and his attendance unneceſſary, 


Captain Hunt being gone, the Board deſi ed 
me to bring the order to them, for their inſpee- 
tion 
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tion, as ſoon as I received it; and ſaid, they 
would continue fitting for that purpoſe. Whe- 
ther, Captain Hunt's fear abated, upon his 
leaving the Council Chamber, or he had total- 
ly forgot his engagement to the Board, I will 
not take upon me, with any degree of precſion, 

to determine, But certain it is, that the 
Poard, after waiting long, thought proper to 
ſend a Meſſenger to quicken his motions; and, 


in conſequence of which, I received che follow - 
19g order viz. 


According to my promiſe to the Governor 
and Council of St. Helena, I hereby order Mr. 
John Stevenſon to act on board the Rochford 
as Chief Mate. 


St. Helena, Aug. N ( Signed) W. Hunt. 
22d. 1772. 


I immediately waited on the Honourable 
Board with the above order, and made ſome 
objections to its form. I obſerved, that it im- 
plied a refuſal or unwillingneſs in me to act; 
and that the Board had required Captain 
Hunt to give me a poſitive order in writing, to 
oblige me thereto. In anſwer to this, the 
Board obſerved, that the order in queſtion 
was certainly a very ſtrange one: but, as my 
application to them had been ſo very notorious, 


they 
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they did not think, that Captain Hunt would 
ever offer, to make any ſuch uſe of it as | ap» 
prehended. Said I, © Gentlemen, it is extreme- 
ly uncertain, what Captain Hunt may at- 
tempt, at ſome future period. I hope you well 
remember, my having declared poſitively, that 
I would not deliver your meſſage to him, un- 
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leſs ſome perſons were preſent to hear what 1605 
paſſed between us. His late behaviour has, 0 
I preſume,' exlibited a moſt convincing proof, 4 
that ſuch precaution was far from being ill 4 
judged, or unneceſſary. Mr. Purling, in a 0 
moſt Friendly, Candid, and Judicious manner, L 
faid, (Mr. Stevenſon, you have been extreme- 4 
ly ill uſed; I am very ſorry for it : But I hope * 
you will carefully endeavour, .to prevent any FN 
further difference, in your paſſage from hence 1 
to England. To ſuppoſe, that any real friend- 1 
ſhip can ſubſiſt between you, after the treat- 5 
ment yon have met with, is entirely out of i 
the queſtion : But, for your own fake, I hope i 
you will cautiouſly avoid, every thing likely to * 
furniſh, any new ground for difference.“ Af- 4 | 
ter thanking Mr. Purling, and the other Mem- 8 
bers of the Honourable Board, for their ad- 1 
vice, I faid, Gentlemen, I hope I ſhall ne- ö 
ver find the leaſt difficulty, in yielding cheer- 


ful obedience to that man, whom my employ- 
ers have thought fit to appoint over me. And 
you 
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you may depend upon it, that my behaviour 
to Captain Hunt, during the remainder of our 
paſlage, ſhall, in all reſpects be the ſame, as 
though no manner of difference had ever hap- 
pened between us.“ Having thus finiſhed my 
buſineſs with the Honourable Board, I took my 
leave; and, ſoon after, repairing on board of 
the ſhip, I reſumed my Office, 


On the next day, Sunday the 23d, of Au- 
_ guſt, I unmoored the ſhip, and got her in 
readineſs for ſailing. About ſeven o'clock in 
the Evening, Captain Hunt, the Paſſengers and 
Purſer, with our diſpatches for Europe, came-on 
toard ;' and, early next morning, we proceeded 
for England, Captain Hunt and 1, continued to 
live in ſeeming friendſhip with each other, and 
nothing material happened between us until 
Monday the 26th of October; when, we had 
ſome difference about laying the ſhip too. 
We had come out of Portſmouth that day, 
and had a Pilot on board to carry us into the 
Downs. I had the charge of the watch, under 
the Pilot, from eight till twelve at night: the 
Wind was Weſterly, blowing freſh, with ſome 
ſhowers of rain; our Top-ſails were double 
reefed, and Captain Hunt was moſtly upon Deck, 
In order to prevent, our running too high upthe 
Channel before day light in the morning, it 

was 
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was thought adviſeable to lay the ſhip too a- 
bout eleven o'clock : and, as the Sails then bent 
were our beſt, Captain Hunt propoſed the 


handiug of the Main and Mizen Top-ſails, in 


order to prevent their being ſplit by ſhaking. 


Upon which, I took the liberty to obſerve ; 


that if the main andmizen Top: ſails were . 
forward; the Fore-topſail laid to the Maſt, low- 
ered down upon the Cape, and cloſe reefed; 


they would all continue very quiet. Said | 


Captain Hunt,“ I want to lay her too ſo, as 
toprevent her, as much as poſſible, from having 
of head-way ; therefore, you had better hand 


the main and mizen Top-ſails, brace vp the 


head yards, and haul out the, Mizen.” „Sir, 
ſaid I, If you keep the Fore topſail full, and 
haul out the Mizzen, ſhe will certainly have 
head-way. © Ay,” faid he, in great diſpleaſure, 
« we haye not uſed the ſea ſo many years, but 

we know ſhe muſt-have head-way.” But here 
he did not ſtop. ; for, taking the command, he 
called. out aloud, “Brace up the head Yards, 
Clue up the main Topfail.--Port the Helm,— 


Port round, —Clue up the mizzen Top? ſail. 


Haul out the Mizzen.” We had only the watch 
upon Deck, who, being thus divided, were much 
Jonger upon every part of their duty. then they 
otherwiſe would. The ſails began ta flutter 
and make a great noiſe, as the ſhip came up to 
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the wind; and Captain Hunt, with the ma- 
jeſty of a Neptune, complained ; becauſe 
that his orders were not as inſtantane- 
ouſly executed, as given. Grieved at being, 
blamed, for that which had ariſen ſolely from 
his imprudent behaviour; and ſeeing the dan- 
ger of ſplitting our Sails conſiderably encreaſed, 
by thoſe very means which he then uſed to pre- 
vent it: I walked up to him and ſaid, Sir, 
your orders, be they riglit or wrong, ſhall be 
obeyed; and I would have you believe, that T 
know very well how to do it.“ © Pray do.“ 
Said he. I will Sir,“ ſaid I, let them be right 
or wrong: And, as I ſaid before, I know very 
well how to do it. But I cannot help telling 
you, chat it is impoſſible for me, or the beſt 
Officer that ever wore a head, to execute your 
orders, ſo quick as you have now given them! 
Theſe words I had juſt uttered, when the 
T hroat-bails of the Mizenſplit the Sail, as ſome 
of the people were hauling the Sheet aft. Up- 
on which, Captain Hunt, ſenfibte that he had 
no great reaſon to boaſt of his ſucceſs, and pre- 
vented from carrying his new method of lying 
too into execution, thought proper to ſay. Ne- 
ver mind the Mizzen, let it blow to pieces, it is 
of no ſortof conſequence; ĩt ĩsan old ſail, and ne- 
vercan be uſed again: get the main Top- ſail clu- 
ed up ſaug. Having thus ordered, he imme- 
| | diately 
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diately gave up the command; the main Top- 
fail was handed without having received any 
damage : and, the ſhip being laid too under our 
Fore Top-ſail, Captain Hunt and 1 walked. the 
Deck together again, and diſcourſed inthe ſame 
manner as uſual, Subſequent, to this, we had 
not any more words; and I continued to ſhew 
him every reſpe&, both on board the Ship and 
on ſhore, —But,. leaſt Captain Hunt ſhould 
incline to diſpute my veracity reſpecting the 
latter clauſe of the above ſentence, I ſhall 
here explain a circumſtance, which, probably, 
he may plead as a ſufficient authority for ſuch 
denial. 15 


About three weeks before our final delivery 
at Blackwall, Captain Hunt, accompanied by 
Captain Pelly, came on board, and, after en- 
quiring about ſome damaged Ba es, they pro- 
ceeded for the ſhore again. I ordered the fide 
to be manned, and attended them to the Gang- 
way according to cuſtom; when Captain 
Hunt, after looking aft, went over the ſide with - 
out ſpeaking a word to me. I was at firſt, 
pretty much ſurpriſed at ſuch behaviour, but 
upon looking aft, it immediately ſtruck me, 
| that the not hoiſting of our enſign, a compli- 
ment generally paid to our Commanders when 
favoured with their viſits, had given him um- 

L brage. 
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brage. I was ſorry to think that my forget- 
fullneſs ſhould have furniſhed Captain Hunt 
with the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpect, that I had in- 
tended to ſhew him the ſmalleſt diſreſpect: and 
I ſolemnly declare, that up to the very day on 
which the Rochford was cleared, viz. the 16th. 
of December, 1772, I invariably ſtudied to 
inanifeſt every reſpe& due from an Officer to 
his Commander. If at any time, I happened 
to come ſhort of that object; ſuch failure 
ought to be conſidered as my misfortune, not 
my fault. I ſaw Captain Hunt no more on 
board of the Ship; and, my ſervice and ſubor- 
dination terminating on the 16th. of laſt De- 
cember, I ſoon after brought an Action againſt 
him in the court of Common Pleas for falſe 
impriſonment, 


The Action was brought for two ſeperate 
Impriſonments, and the damages were laid at 
L. 5000. To this Captain Hunt pleaded, 
"firſt generally, not guilty; and ſecondly, that 
he did impriſon me as ſeverally ſet forth in my 
declaration; but that, as Commander of the 
Ship, he had a right ſo to do, on account of mu- 
tinous, diſorderly, inſolent, and diſobedient be- 
haviour. T he trial was in Weſtminſter- hall, 
before Sir William De Gray, Knt. Lord Chief 
Juſtice of His m— s Court of Common 

Pleas, 
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Pleas, and a Special Jury ; and it laſted about 
four hours and a half. 


Juſt hefore the Jury were ſworn in, Captain 
Allen of the Clive, and Captain William 
Thomſon of the Calcutta, applied to me in or- 
der to have the matter made up. They act 
knowledged that Captain Hunt had uſed me 
very ill. Said, by way of extenuation, that 
it had always been cuſtomary for Commanders 
to confine their Officers to their Cabins: And 
their looking upon themſelves, together with 
the other commanders in the ſervice, as being 
materially affected by, and interreſted in the 
matter in queſtion, was the only reaſon of their 
then offering to interpoſe between us. I ac- 
quainted the interpoſing Gentlemen, that I 
ſhould be extremely ſorry to give the leaft 
offence to any Commander in the ſervice: 
but, having been very materially injured, 1 
had an undoubted right to ſeek for redreſe. 
I aſſured them that, if Captain Hunt intended 
to plead cuſtom as a legal right to impriſon, 
ſuch plea would hurt him. That nothing had 
been more cuſtomary than the breaking into 
people's houſes, robbing on the highway, and 
cutting of throats, yet few, I hoped, would 
venture to ſay, that they were therefore lawful, 
That how much ſoeyer, the Commanders might 


L 2 think 
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think themſelves interreſted in the matter in 
queſtion ; the Officers could not be ſuppoſed to 
to be leſs ſo. That if Captain Hunt would 
ſettle one preliminary Article, namely, to un- 
ſay what he had very unjuftly charged me with 
having faid at Madraſs Sea-gate ; I was ready 
to enter into terms with him. In conſequenee 
of this, Captain Thomſon went to Captain 
Hunt; and, returning again, told me, “that 
he,” Captain Hunt, “„was willing to with- 
draw that and every thing elſe.” In anſwer 
to which, I told Captain Thomſon, that with- 
drawing would not do; Captain Hunt muſt 
unſay it; that he could not but know, that 
never ſaid any ſuch words as he had thought fit 
to charge me with. That whatever Captain 
Hunt included in the words “ every thing elſe,” 
they made no part of my demand. The 
charging me with telling him that, „ awhen 7 
had buſineſs of my own to attend to, I did not think 
myſelf under his command” Were the only words 
which J then inſiſted upon being unſaid. 
Said Captain Thomſon, „I dare fay he will 
do it.“ Well,” ſaid I, © if he does that, I am 
ready to enter into terms with him immediately, 
Captain "Thomſon then propoſed, that four 
Gentlemen ſhould be choſen as Arbitrators, and 
power given them to chuſe an Umpire, if need- 
ful, to decide finally. To this, I anſwered, 
| © Had 
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© Had arbitration been propoſed ſooner, it might 
have been matter of conſideration with me whe- 
ther I would have entered into it or not: but 
now, when the Jury are upon the point of being 

ſworn in, and the witneſſes all attending; Ican- 
not heſitate a moment in rejecting it. But if 
Captain Hunt will ſettle the preliminary article, 

and then make me an offer; I will immediately 

declare whether I will accept of it.“ The 

Judge being then come and the curtain let 

down, we went into court. 


| After the Jury were ſworn in, Mr. Sergeant 
Kemp, - Council for the Defendant, told the 
Judge, that his Client had offered terms of ac- 
commodation. Upon which, I got up and 
informed his Lordſhip, that arbitration had 
been propoſed, to which I had anſwered, that 
had arbitration been propoſed ſooner, it might 
have been matter of conſideration with me 
whether I would have agreed to it: but then, I 
could not hefitate a moment in refufing it, 
That I had ſaid, if Captain Hunt would unſay 
one thing which he had charged me with, 
and then make me an offer, I would immediate- 
ly declare whether I would accept of it, That 


no offer had been made ; and therefore I hoped, . 


his Lordſhip would be pleaſed, to proceed to 
try the cauſe. 


L3 I had 
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I had three Council employed in the cauſe, 
viz, Mr. Sergeant Davy, Mr. Sergeant Burland, 
and Mr. Sergeant Walker. My caſe was open- 
ed by Sergeant Burland, in the abſence of 
Sergeant Davy: Some of my Witneſſes were 
examined, and both the Impriſonments clearly 
proved. Mr. Kinloch, one of my witneſſes, 
being aſked by Mr, Sergeant Kemp, in his 
croſs examining, whether I had not been on 
ſhore at the Cape of Good Hope when the 
ſhip was in my charge? Anſwered, that he 
under ſtosd ſo. He heard ſo. Being further aſked 
what kind of an Officer I was? Anſwercd, 
that I was not the moſt alert 2fficer he had ſeen ; 
but that I was never remiſti. Upon hearing this, 
I immediately acquainted my Council, that 
Mr. Kinloch went on fhore at the Cape be- 
Fore the ſhip was moored, and ſtaid away 
about twelve days: during which ſpace, I ne- 
wer had my foot on ſhore: Nor at any time, 
during the voyage, did I ever leave the ſhip 
when ſhe was in my charge. But, for reaſons 
beſt known to themſelves, they made no uſe 
of this information. Indeed, 1 could eafily 
have proved, that I never went on ſhore until 
I was properly relieved ; but the charge being 
only upon hearſay, I thought the calling of 
witneſſes to refute it was unneceſſary. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sergeant Kemp opened Captain Hunt's 


caſe, in the abſence of Mr. Sergeant Glynn, 


who was his leading Council. In the courſe 


of which, he expatiated on my good fortune, 


as he termed it, in not going the voyage with 


Captain Thomſon; who, he ſaid, was a much 
ſtricter diſeiplinarian than Captain Hunt: And 


he endeavoured to aggravate the Cape affair, 


with his utmoſt power of Eloquence. He 
left the ſhip at the Cape of Good Hope,” ſaid 


that Declaimer, “a place of very great danger; 


and went onſhore on adrunken party, with Carpen- 


ters, Boatſwains,” &c. This is a picce of the 
moſt conſummate falſhood I ever met with: 


Yet being at no loſs to gueſs at the author, I 
am the leſs ſurprized. Some habituate them- 


ſelves ſo much to dealing in extremes, that 


hardly any thing they ſay can excite aſtoniſn- 
ment. Although I have not the leaſt doubt, 
but that the Sergeant was inftrufted in this 
matter; yet I am inclined to think, that the 
words Carpenters, Boatſwains, &c, are embel- 
liſhments, for which I ftand indebted to himſelf. 
One thing which ſerves to confirm me in this 
opinion is, that during the examination of the 
Carpenter and Boatſwain, who, he ſaid, were 
my companions on that occaſion, he did not 
aſk them a ſingle queſtion about the matter. 


Two 
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Two dajs after the trial, I wrote to Mr. Kin- 
loch as follows, iz. 


To Mr. Joſeph Vork Kinloch. 


2 


S: 1 X, 

As in the courſe of your evidence in the 
trial between Captain Hunt and me, you faid, 
that you heard I had been on ſhore at the Cape, 
at a time when the ſhip was in my charge as 
Commanding Officer; I cannot, I will not 
entertain any doubt of its truth : I mean that 
you did fo hear, But this although no evi- 
dence, being only hearſay, was firmly believed 
and did me hurt. One of the Jury declared, 
in the preſence of ſeveral others, that they did 
not entertain the leaſt doubt of my being guilty 
of that breach of trult. I own that your evi- 
dence, with reſpe to the ſhip's being on ſhore, 
the Top-maſts, the Pitch-kettle, and the Iron, 
was candid and' oper. But I am extremely 
ſorry that you ſhould have unwarily taken notice 
of a matter, which, as hearſay, you was no wife 
obliged. I aſſure you, that from Saturday the 
6th of July, when we anchored in the outer 
part of the Bay, until Wedneſday the 15th 
that you came on board to relieve me, I never 
had my foot on ſhore : Nor, ſrom our de- 
parture from Blackwall until our arrival there 


again, 
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again, Lnever went, either on ſhore or on board 


of any other ſhip when the Rochford was in 
my charge, 


The above being the true ſtate of the caſe, 
I am perſwaded you will eafily ſee the 
neceſſity of vindicating my character; and 
grant me your aid, by giving up your Author. 
J flatter myſelf that no perſon on board, except 
Captain Hunt himſelf, was capable of fabri- 
cating ſo baſeleſs a ſtory. He went on ſhore,” 
ſaid Mr, Kemp in his pleading, „on a drunken 
Party.“ How cruelly aggravating muſt this cir- 
cumitanee be to one, who can juſtly challenge 
malice itſelf to ſay, that he was ſeen to be the 
leaſt intoxicated with liquor, either on board 
of the ſhip or on ſhore, from the commence- 
ment of the yoyage up to its final termination, 
I am perſwaded that, as a Gentleman and a 
Member of ſociety, you muſt feel for me on 
this occaſion. And, in hopes of being ſpeedily 
favoured as above requeſted, 
| I remain, Sir, 
London, Feb. 24, your moſt 
1773 humble Servant, 
Joun STEVENSON. 


Mr. Kinloch having ſet off for Scotland be- 
fore the above letter reached him, it was for- 
warded 


=_—— ©" ERRATITY SL, ac 
warded by poſt, but I have not yet been f:- 
voured with any anſwer, Mr, Kinloch, in the 
courſe of his evidence, very candidly owned, 
that he had been on ſhore himſelf, when the ſhip 
was in his charge, and thought there was very 
little harm in it. But what muſt my readers 
think of Captain Hunt, when ] poſitively aſſert, 
that he was privy to, and approved of, ſuch ab- 
fence in Mr, Kinloch. I faw Mr. Kinloch on 
ſhore at that very place when the ſhip was in 
his charge, Captain Hunt himſelf making one 
of the ſame company: And, can it be credited >- 
He was far, very far from ſhewing the leaſt 
fign of diſpleaſure, If ſuch a fault in me, ap- 
peared of ſuch an enormous magnitude as to 
juſtify two long impriſonments ; ſurely Captain 
Hunt acted a very unbecoming part in counte- 
nancing of Mr, Kinloch, when evidently under 
the ſame predicament. Oh truth, impartiality, 
and juſtice ! How are ye fallen? But, to re- 
turn to the learned Sergeant. 


Mr. Kemp undertook to prove, that I had 
been „ totally remiſs, negligent, and inattentive 
during the whole voyage until our arrival at St. 
Helena and yet, amazing to think! He never 
once attempted to produce any ſuch proof, Up- 
on this matter I ſhall but briefly remark, that 
he was either inſtructed to ſay ſo, or he was not. 

If 
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If the firſt ; Juſtice to his client, ſurely requi- 
red him to follow his inſtructions. If the lat- 
ter; How could he wantonly, unwarrantably, 
and cruelly endeavour to ſtab and wound a cha- 


racter, which, for ovght he knew to the con- 


trary, was the very reverſe of that which he 


ſo baſely depicted. But to carry the matter ſtill 


higher. The Sergeant, antecedent to his open- 
ing, had heard Mr. Kinloch declare upon oath, 


that though I was not the moſt alert officer he 
had ſeen, yet I was never remiſs. But enough 


to the Sergeant on this ſubje& ; I ſhall now 


turn to Mr. Kinloch. 


If Mr: Kinloch intended the former part of 
his declaration as a reflection againſt me; I can- 
not help thinking, that ſuch treatment was a 
little ungenerous from my brother officer. But, 
to enquire a little into the matter. The word 
alert, I find to be derived from the French 
word alerte ; and ſignifies firſt, watchful, vigilant ; 
ſecondly, briſt, pert, petulant, I flatter myſelf, 
that Mr. Kinloch did not mean to uſe the word 
in the firſt ſenſe, But if he did, J hope he will 
be kind enough to name the man, to whom he 
thinks me ſecond in that reſpect. With regard 
to the firſt term in the ſecond ſenſe, I have'only 
to ſay, that I may have loſt ſome part of my 


activity; and yet, I ſhould be extremely ſorry 
to 


* 
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to think that Mr. Kinloch, nimble as. he may 
be, could either go where I am unable to fol- 
low, or do what I could not perform, With. 
reſpect to the two laſt terms, I hope I ſhall ne- 
ver appear any wiſe emulous. - But once more 
the Sergeant, 


I was obliged to ſuſtain another attack, from: 
what may, not improperly, be called the Ser- 
geant's maſted battery, Said he, © Notwith- 


ſtanding Mr. Kinloch, the witneſs, has taken 


the blame of the affair of the Iron upon him- 
ſelf ; I doubt not but we ſhall make it appear, 
by our witneſſes, that it was entirely owing to 
the negligence and inattention of Mr, Steven- 
ſon, if not to ſtill worſe motives.” In conſequence 
of this, I wrote to Mr. Kemp on the 23d of 
February, the day after the trial; and not hav- 
ing received any anfwer, I publiſhed the fol- 
lowing letter in the Public Ledger of the 17th 
of March, viz, = 


For the Public Ledger. 
To Mr. Sergeant KEur. 


SIR, 
| ln the courſe of your opening Captain 
Hunt's caſe, upon the trial between him and 
me, 
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me, you expreſſed yourſelf in the following 
manner, viz, ** Notwithſtanding Mr. Kinloch, 
the witneſs, has taken the blame of the aftair of 
the Iron upon himſelf; I doubt not but we 
ſhall make it appear, by our witneſſes, that it 
was entirely owing to the negligence and inat- 
tention of Mr, Stevenſon ; if not to ſtill worſe 
motives.” | 


As I was not the only perſon then preſent, 
who well knew to what you alluded by the 
words worſe motives ; I thought myſelf juſtified 
in calling upon you for your authority for mak- 
ing uſe of that expreſſion: This J accordingly 
did by letter of the 23d Ult. and your not 
deigning to give me any anſwer, puts me now 
under the neceſſity of requiring it in this public 
manner. I do not aſk what you meant by the 
words referred to; I am already ſufficiently ſa- 
tisſied on that head: In due time it will be 
properly inveſtigated. All I require at preſent 
is, to know your authority; and hope that, as a 
member of ſociety, you will think me well in- 
titled to a fair and candid anſwer. In the mean 
time I remain, | 
Sir, your humble Servant, 

Joux STEVENSON, 


No. 71. Old Gravel-lane, 
March 16th, 1773. 1 
M | Mr. 


| 
: 
N 
f 
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Mr. Kemp never thought proper to anſwer 
this letter; and I proceeded towards an inveſti- 
gation of the matter with Captam Hunt, as men» 
tioned in the preface. I thall now proceed to 
the Purſer, | 


Mr. Delmonte, in his evidence concerning 


the affair at Madraſs, ſaid, that I ſtaid on ſhore 


four days after I told him, that Captain Hunt 
had given me orders to go oh board. But the 
real fact is, that out of the eleven days we laid 
there, I did not ſtay four days on ſhore alto- 
gether : I did not go on ſhore until Wedneſday 
afternoon, and returned on board again on Sun- 
day morning. The note I received from Capt. 

Hunt, wherein he deſired to ſpeak with me, was 
dated Saturday morning fix o'dock : And his 


order to Mr. Kinloch, defiring him to go on 


with the ſtowing of the Main- hold until I went 
on board, was dated eight o'clock of the fame 
morning. My ſtay then on ſhore, after receĩv- 
ing Captain Hunt's orders, was about rwenty- 
" four heurt: a ſpace differing very widely from 
bur da. However, for Mr. Delmonte's own 
ſake 1 would hope, that this miſtake was chiefly - 
owing to a weakneſs of his memory. 


The ſeveral matters which Captain Hunt at- 


De to prove againſt = by his Witneſſes, 
5 were 
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were all very foreign to his juſtification, And 
though my being acquitted of blame in every. 
Article, by the very Witneſſes whoſe evidence 
was intended to. have proved me culpable, might. 
fully excuſe me from advancing any thing fur- 
ther on that head: Yet, to prevent any poſſibi- 


lity of doubt, I ſhall treat particularly on that 
ſubject. | 


_  Thefuſt thing attempted to be proved againſt 
me was, concerning the ſhip's being, on ſhore 
at Graveſend : but the Witneſſes declaring it to 
have been owing to the wind; that there was a 
Pilot on board, and no fault in me; I ſtood 
clearly aequitted. Captain Hunt knows that 
our Honourable Maſters, the Court of Direc- 


tors, has a full account of this matter under 
my own hand, | 


The next charge againſt me was, that I had 
ordered Pitch to be boiled in the galley 3 » which, 
by taking fire, had endangered the hip. One 
of the Witneſſes, viz. the Caulker, ſaid, that 
upon his aſking me where the pitch ſhould be 
boiled ? I ordered it to be done upon the galley 
fire. But that, as the Pot was large and the 
quantity of pitch very ſmall, there could not 
have been any danger, if his mate, who was 
ordered to attend it, had done his duty. With 


M 2 this 
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this, the Carpenter's evidence correſponded.— 
I remember that in the beginning of the voyage, 
J gave orders to both the Carpenter and Caulk- 
er, that whenever any light jobb wanted pay- 
ing, the Armourer's forge not being up, the 
pitch ſhould be heated by a loggerhead : that if 
once heating of the loggerhead would not do, 
they ſhould pay by little at a time as they pro- 
ceeded with the Caulking. But, though theſe 
were certainly my orders from the very begin- 
ning of the voyage, yet, under the particular 
circumſtances of the caſe in queſtion, I did 
give leave to heat it on the galley fire. I was 
applied to for leave to heat it there, as the 
Armourer's forge was not then up; and the 
Jargeneſs of the kettle, with the ſmallneſs of the 
quantity of pitch, were-uſed as arguments to 
induce me to a compliance, Here I cannot 
belp obſerving, that the word boil was very 
improperly uſed by Captain Hunt's Council, 
when melting only was neceſſary; and for 
which, a leſſer degree of heat was ſully ſuffi- 
ctent. Pitch being a conſiſtant ſubſtance when 
cold, needeth only to be reduced into a ſtate 
of fluidity, to anſwer the purpoſe of paying 
a ſeam. Finally, if it was real pitch, with- 
out any mixture of tar, or water; the quan- 
tity very ſmall, and. the kettle large ; one 
would. think, there could not have been the 
1451 iS leaſt 
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leaſt chance of its taking fire in melting; and, 
if it ſhould, that no damage could have en- 
ſued. | 


The laſt charge was, concerning the carry- 
ing away of the Top-maſts, In anſwer to 
which, I would obferve, that about the E- 
quinoctial, between the North-eaft and South- 
eaſt trades, we hav? generally light winds and 
very variable, frequent ealms and heavy rains, 
And as the quickneſs of the paſſage depends in 
a great meaſure, upon a favourable croffing of 
the Line, or getting from one trade wind to 
another, Hence an Officer muſt lie under a 
ſtrong temptation, to make the moſt of every 
ſpirt of wind; whilſt the great uncertainty of 
its direction and velocity, renders the carry- 
ing of much fail dangerous. Upon making 
this obſervation at table, but a few days be- 
fore the accident happened, Captain Hunt ſaid 
that if, upon an approaching ſquall, we on- 
ly let go the Top-gallant Haulyards, he would 
forgive us if any of the Top- maſts ſhould be 
carried awav. I only mention this in order to 
ſhew, how far Captain Hunt thought it neceſ- 
ſary that fail ſhould be carried at ſuch times; 


and how far he had bound himſelf, upon the - 


Top-gallant Haulyards being let go, not to find 


. 


fault with the Commanding Officer, for any 


M 3 accident 
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accident that might happen in conſequence of 
Tuch carrying. I am, nevertheleſs, clearly of 
opinion, that Captain Hunt's declaration was 
no command, but left me entirely free to act 
according to my own judgement. 


On the 7th of May, 1771, we were in fie 
degrees and an half North Latitude, and Lon- 
gitude fixteen and an half Weſt from the 


Meridian of London, I had the watch from 


twelve till four o'clock in the afternoon 3 and 
ſeeing the Sky darken whilſt I was in the 
Cuddy at dinner, I got up from table and went 
upon the Quarter-deck. Upon looking around, 
I did not think there was any appearance of 
wind: and our having had frequent heavy 
rains, with little wind and calms, for two days 
before, ſerved to confirm me in this opinion. 
But the ſequel ſhewed, that in this I was miſ- 
taken; for a ſudden guft of wind acting forci- 
' bly againſt the Top-ſails, without ſenſibly 
affecting the Courſes or making its appearance 
upon the water, carried away our Fore Top- 
maſt; and next the Main and Mizzen Top- 
maſts followed, each being affected by the fall 
of the other. One thing was very remarka- 
ble, namely, that although the wind came up- 
on the ſtarboard beam; yet, when the Top- 
maſts went away, none, either upon the 


Deck 
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Deck or in the Cuddy, were ſenſible of the 
Ship's having any, or at moſt very little, heel, 
About half an hour af.er we loſt our Top- 
maſts it fell quite calm, and continued lo for 
two days; in which time, we got up our 
ſpare Top-maſts ia the room of thole carried 
away. 


In the croſs examination of my witneſſes 
there was an attempt made, to prove my having 
lumbered or ſtopped up the paſſage to the 
Honourable Company's iron. But, as Mr. 
Kinloch declared that he ſtowed it away before 
I belunged to the Ship, my innocence, and the 


juſt diſappointment of my Opponent, appeared 
equally conſpicuous, 


Thus, Captain Hunt's whole proof appears 
widely different from his juſtification, Not a 
word about mutinous, diſorderly, infelent, au 
diſobedient Bebauicur. No! he knew it was ut- 
terly impoſſible for him to prove any ſuch 
charge; and therefore, he had recourſe to 
things as foreign to his undertaking, as an apple 
is to an oyſter. Perhaps my Readers will be 
aſtoniſhed when J aſſure them, that though 
Captain Hunt pleaded the foregoing articles in 
juſtification of his proceedings againſt me ; he 
never thought them weighty enough to induce 

hig 
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his aſking this fimple bur neceſfary queſtion, — 
Mr. Stevenſon, Why did you ſo? Will if not ap- 
pear remarkably ftrange, that a Rational being 
ſhould plead certain matters in Weſtminſter 
Hall, as having furniſhed him with ſufficient 
cauſe for his depriving me of my Liberty : when 
at the ſame time he muſt know, that he never 
once had opened his lips to the ſuppoſed de- 
linquent, concerning any one of the things 
then laid to his charge.. 


True inleed it is, that at Madraſs, Captain 
Hunt intimated his defire that I ſhould epait 
on board about twenty-four hours before I 
actually left the ſhore : but, at the ſame time, 
he agreed that ] ſhould ftay /me time longer 
on ſhore for the finiſhing of my buſineſs, 
Captain Hant, by defiring me to go on board, 
muſt hive intended, Seher tha all the Officers 
ſhould be on boa d; or, that Mr. Kinloch was 
at his liberty to come on ſhore upon my taking 
the command. In order to determine this 
matter, it may be neceſſary for me to obſerve; 
that upon our arrival at the Cape of Good 
Hope, on our outward ound paſſage, I refuſed 
to let our third and fourth Mates go on ſhore, 
unleſs they obtained leave from the Captain. 
At the ſame time I acquainted the Gentlemen, 
were very deſerving of every proper in- 


g 
du'gence, 


A NARRATIVE, &. 129 
dulgence, that I did not mean abſolutely to 
hinder them from going on ſhore: but being 
in a Dutch port, with ſeveral of the Honour- 
able Company's Soldiers on board, I feared 
their eſcaping from the Ship ; and only wanted 
an order from the Captain, to indemnify me 
againſt any loſs that might happen to our Fm- 
ployers through their abſence, Captain Hunt 
came on board ſoon after, and in conſequence 
of their application told me, that I ſhould' 
not hinder the Officers from going on ſhore ; it 
being the conſtant cuſtom in the Service for 
one half to be on ſhore at a time, and to re- 
lieve each other at ſuch periods as they thought 
proper. This was fully ſufficient for me; and, 
after acquainting him with the reaſons which 
had induced me to the foregoing prohibition, 
I declared my reſolution, of regulating my ſu- 
ture cnduct by the inſtructions he had then 
given me, 


From what has been already ſaid, I pre- 
ſume few will think, that Captain Hunt in- 
tended to keep all the Officers on board : but 
to carry the enquiry ſtill farther, It ſeems 
Captain Hunt thought that, either Mr, Kin- 
loch's abilities were unequal to the duty then 
requiſite to be carried on on board; or it was 
neceſſary that he ſhould viſit the fore again 

before 
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before our departure: for I will not, at pro- 


ſent, ſuppoſe, that he ordered me to go on 
board merely for the ſake of doing ſo. If Cap- 


tain Hunt really thought that Mr. Kinloch was 


incapable ; how will he juſtify his ſubſequent 
conduct? And, if he did not approve of his 
going on ſhore again, how could he ſee and 
ſpeak with him there, without ordering him 


to go immediately on board? Or ſuffer him 


to flay ſo long, without ſo much as a gentle 
reproof ? 


At the Cape of Good Hope, one of our 
gentlemen Paſſengers obſerving to Captain 
Hunt, that I had been long confined on board, 


relieving me. He received for anſwer ; That 
he, Captain Hunt, never concerned himſelf in 
ſuch matters, but left them to be ſettled among 
ourſelves as we thought proper. I wiſh he had 
invariably adhered to this reſolution ; but, to 
iay: the leaft, Mr. Kinloch and I were men 
very different in Captain Hunt's eſteem. 
Mr. Delmonte told me on the Saturday, a few 
hours after I had received the Captain's orders, 
4hat he wanted much to ſee Mr, Kinloch on 
ſhore about ſome particular buſmeſs. Perhaps 
Mr. Pelmonte had, previous to Captain Hunt's 
_ ſending 


and that Mr. Kinloch uſed me very ill in not 


\ 
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ſending for me that morning. applied to him 
for that purpoſe; and, in ſpite of his former 


indifference, prevailed. 


Upon the whole, I would juſt obſerve, that 
however tbe ſeveral things pleaded againſt me 
by Captain Hunt, if they had been true, might 
have juſtified his diſmifling me from my Office, 
or calling me to an account before my Em- 
ployers; yet, they never could authorize his 
depriving me of my liberty. This remark is, 
I think, well ſupported by the opinion of the 
Judge. His Lordſhip obſerved to the gentle- 
men of the Jury, that the ſeveral things which 


Captain Hunt had endeavoured to prove, had 


no connection with his juſtification ; and that 


it was very evident, they were matters which 
never had been thought of till afterwards. 
That Captain Hunt, in o1dering me into con- 
finement in my Cabin, did it at his peril ; and 


that I acted very right in yielding obedience to 


that order: This,“ ſaid his Lordſhip, “ jg 
impriſonment; and impriſonment is the 7/5 


of _ — The damages I leave with 


Jou. | 


The Jury, after being out of Court about 
fry minutes, declared their verdi& for the 
Plaintiff 


1 3 
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Plaintiff, with five hundred pounds damages, & 
and coſts of ſuit. But Captain Hunt, in Hil- 
lary term, thought proper to bring a Writ of 
Error in the Court of King's Bench, where 
the matter now reſts. d= 34 8 


T ſhall now proceed to enumerate ſome of 
the principat obhgations, which Officers and 
Seamen are under to their Employers and 
Commanders: and make a few curſory re- 
marks, upon the legal power and authority of 
the latter over the former, as well on ſhore as 
on board of their reſpective Ships. 


All Officers and Seamen, are unqueſtionably 
_ .obliged to ſerve their Employers without in- 
termiſſion, during the term of the voyage for 
which they engage: their time being his whoſe 

- bread they eat, it becomes highly reaſonable, 
that they be very aſſiduous in promoting his 
| ; intereſt, Hence, whatever time is allowed 
ö them, either by contract or cuſtom, for the 
| management of their own private affairs; it 
cannot be thought that ſuch . privilege or in- 
dulgence, was ever intended to interfere with 

the intereſt of their Employers, : 


* Conſidering the Damages given, as the reſult of a Trial by 
the Laws of my Country, I am therewith content. But I hum- 
idly preſume, that they are neither adequate to the danger run 
and injury ſuſtained, nor a proper ſecurity for the future beha- 
viour of men poſſeſſed of the Deſendant's opulence and ob- *PÞ 


tinacy. 
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Fer Deg.” Olen, cap. 13. Mariners are 
obliged to affiſt each other, both at ſea and in 
port; the which, if any refufe to do, upon 
the oaths of their fellows they loſe their wages, 
By the fame chapter, no Mariner ſhall 1. 2 

the Ship without permiffion: yet, by cap. 5 
If the Ship be in port, and moored ah 
Cables, they may go on ſhore withoutleave 
provided, that a ſufficient number be left to 


guard the Ship, and _y return on board again 
in due Une. 


By the Stat, 2 Geo. II. cap. 36. None, 
who having ſigned Articles of Agreement, ſhall 
deſert from the Ship they belong to, under the 
penalty of forfeiting their wages: nor may 
they refuſe to go on board again, when re- 
quired, on pain of being ſent to the Houſe of 


Correction, for a ſpace not exceeding thirty 
_ nor under fourteen. 


By all printed Articles of Aion en- 


cep ing ſuch as are uſed in the Service of the 
Eaſt India. Company, every Deſerter forfeits 


all his, goads and chattles on board, over and 


| — the forfeiture of his wages by the Sta- 


: that forty- eight hours abſence ſhall be 
oy a total defertion; And that each and 


every awful! command, which the Comman- 
der {hall think neceffary to iſſue. for the effec- 


N tual 
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tual government of his Veſſel, and the ſup- 
preſfing of vice and immorality of all kinds, 
de ftrialy complied with, under the penalty of 
the perſon diſobeying, forfeiting his whole 
wages, together with every thing mee to 
him on board che Ship. | 


5 " Every Commander of a Ship 1 * *. "* 
preme rule on board; and his authority is 
much countenanced by Jaw. His "OO is 
whether on board the Ship, in the Boats, or 
even on ſhore about the neceffary bufineſs of 
the Ship; he ſtands inveſted with the autho- 
rity of all his Owners. Hence, it becomes 
he indiſpenſible duty of every Officer and 
Seaman, to revere and obey we n in 


his perſon. 


+ Every perſon on board being under the care, 
government, and controul of the Commander, 
he may give moderate and due correction to 
ſuch as prove faulty, and juſtify the ſame at 
Common Law. Paſcb. 27. Car.;B. R. Pid- 
geon ad 8:8, Argee per L. C. J. Hale. 8 


Though Mariners, by their Articles, have 
only agreed to a forfeiture of their wages, as 
a a puniſhment for their refuſing to do their du- 
ty; yet may their Commander, if ' need re- 

4 quire, 
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quire, compel - them to yield hai to alt 
his lawful commands. And, by the laws of 
Qleron, chap. 13, If a Mariner ſhall affault 
the Maſter, he muſt pay five * or loſe his 
hand. 


If any Mariner ſhould go on ſhore without 
leave from his Commander, or ſtay after he 
has ordered him on board; ſuch Commander 
is authorized by the Stat. 2 Geo. II. cap. 36. 
to ſtop. two day's pay for every day's abſence, 
for the uſe of Greenwich Hoſpital, And 
ſhould any refuſe to go on board when order- 
ed, he may, by an application to a Juſtice of 
the Peace, be ſent to the Honſe of Correction, 
as beforementioned, there to work out his re- 
fraftory humour by hard labour. | 


Here 1t may not be improper to aſk, be 
ther, the foregoing lines of power are not fuf- 
ficiently extended to form a range for every 
Commander, who wiſhes his actions to. mark 
the character of the humane and valuable 
Member of Civil Society? Did Captain Hunt's 
ear fo far deceive him at Madraſs Sea-gate, 
as to occaſion his believing, that I had really 
given him that no leſs weak than inſolent 
anſwer, which he was pleaſed to charge me 
with before the Committee at Calcutta? And, 
if he did believe me to have been guilty, why 
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did not he apply to a Juſtice of the Peace for 
redreſs agreeable to the Statute? Or, if that 
legal method appeared to be too tikowus, dif- 
ficult, and precarious ; why did not he im- 
mediately apply to the Governor and Council? 
who, upon proof of my miſbehaviour, could 
eaſily have diſmiſſed me from the Service, 
though J had declared myſelf ever ſo willing 
to have repaired immediately on board. And 
can any man, duly conſidering Captain Hunt's 
fubſequent behaviour, once imagine, that he 
would have miſſed ſo fayoutable an opportunity 
for the effecting of his purpoſes, had he con- 
ceived the ſmalleſt hopes of ſucceſs > But how 
could he hope, by any legal or equitable me- 
thod, to prevail; at a time when the very 
charge itſelf was a nonentity? I am confident 
that I do him no injuſtice when I affirm, that 
the charge which he exhibited againſt me be- 
fore the Committee at Calcutta, had not the 
leaſt ſhadow of an exiſtence — No! not even 
in idea, w whilſt we were at Madraſs. 2 


Captain Hunt, very unjuſtly charged me, 
with having committed a fault infra corpus 
camitatus; and boldly ventured to puniſh for 
the ſame, ſuper altum mare, But ſurely Captain 
Hunt knew, or he ought to have known, that 
no crime whatever, no offence of any kind 
committed on ſhore, can be legally puniſhed 

upon 
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upon the high ſea ; unleſs the Criminal belong 
to, and be, at the ſame time, in the actual 
ſervice of one of His Majeſty's Ships of War, 
For the Act. 17 Geo. II. cap. 34. though it 


ſubjected all perſons, belonging to Ships carry- 


ing Letters of Marque, to trial by Courts 
Martial ; yet it was only for offences com- 
mitted on board: and even for theſe, the Act 
was only temporary; namely, during his late 
Majeſty's war with Spain, It commenced in 


1744, and finally terminated upon the ratification 


of the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle in 1748. I hope 
none will ſuſpect me of error when I poſitive 
ly aſſert, that no law, nor ſhadow of law, ever 
yet exiſted ; ſubjecting Mariners in the Mer- 
chant's Service to puniſhment upon the high 
ſea, for crimes ſaid to be committed on ſhore. 
Nor were Mariners in the actual Service of 
— Crown, ever liable to trial and puniſhment 
by Courts Martial at ſea for offences commit- 
& on land, until the year 1749: when, by 
the Act 22 Geo, II. cap, 33. the Tl 
Articles of War paſſed into a law: 


Art. 34. ©Every perſon being actual Ser- 
vice and full pay, and part of the Crew in 


or belonging to any of His Majeſty's Ships 
or Veſſels of War, who ſhall be guilty of mu- 
tiny, deſertion, or ditobedience to any lawful 
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command, in any part 15 His Majeſty's do- 
min ons on ſhore, when in actual Service re- 
lative to the Fleet, fhall be liable to be tried 
by a Court Martial, and ſuffer the like puniſh=. 
ment for every fuch offence, as if the ſame. 
had been committed at fea on board any or 
His Majeſty*: s Ships or Veſſels of War.“ 


Art. 35. If any perſon, who ſhall be in 
rhe actual Service and full pay, of His Majeſty's 
ſhips and veſſels of war, ſhall commit upon 
the ſhore, in any place or places out of His 
Majeſty's. dominions, any of the crimes. pu- 
nixhable. by theſe articles and orders, the per- 
ſon ſo offending ſhall be liable to be tried and 
puniſhed for the ſame, in like manner to all 
intents and purpoſes, as if the ſaid crimes had 
been committed at ſea, on board any of His 
Majeſty”s Ships or Veſſels of War.” 


The great Author of our beings hath 8 
fir to place us in a ſtate of reciprocal depend- 
ence ; and bound us, by the immutable law of. 
Nature, to be aiding and aſſiſting to each other. 
Hence every tranſgreſſion of that law, becomes 
an offence againſt our fellow citizens: and, if 
puniſhment for paſt offences be the beſt ſecurity 
for future behaviour, furely the common inte- 
reſt of mankind hare wad it highly neceſſary 


that 
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that delinquents ſhould render ſatisfaction. But, 
though the welfare of ſociety requires the in- 
fliction of puniſhment, yet its meaſure or quan- 
tity, ought always to be in exact propoztion to 
the crime committed, By the law of Nature, 
men may perfectly agree that certain actions 
are unjuſt ; and yet differ widely, concerning 
the nature and degree of puniſhment proper to 
be inflicted. But where any known law, made 
| and admitted by ſociety, hath expreſsly fixed 

the puniſhment to every tranſgreſſion; ſurely 
no man, with 1mpunity, may venture beyond 
the preſcribed boundary : For however Mercy, 
on account of ſome favourable circumſtances, 
may plead for a mitigation z Mercy and Juſ- 
tice muſt both conſpire againſt BAY degree of 
excels, | 


Where the common law was thought to be 
defective; the Act 2 Geo. II. cap. 36. hath 
preciſely fixed the puniſhment for every of- 
| fence committed by perſons in the Merchant's 

ſea ſervice : And whoever, in puniſhing, does 
wilfully venture beyond that authority, unleſs 
warranted by expreſs agreement or obliged by 
neceſſity, is a tranſgreſſor of the law, a con- 
temner of legiſlative authority; and, by aſſum- 
ing a power to deſtroy ſociety, becomes un- 
. worthy the enjoyment of its benefits, and ob- 
4% - Noxious to puniſhment. 


If 
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IL. am injured in the ſmalleſt degree, I have 
an undoubted right to a ſuitable reparation, 
But, when wy liberty, my /ife, and my cha- 
rafter are attacked in a moſt bafe and unjuſtifi · 
able manner; What heart ſo ſteeled, as not to 
feel for me? What breaft ſo frigid, as not to 
be fired with reſentment? In the beginning 
of the voyage, Captain Hunt determined upon 
my ruin; at Madrafs, if not ſooner, he fixed 
the time ſor executing his cruel purpoſes : And 
to crown all, he choſe. the Ocean as the grand 
theatre for exhibiting. his tyrannical power. 
Conſcious of my innocence, he durſt not meet 
me. on even ground: but turning his back upon 
Futtice as he left the ſhore, and availing him- 
If" of that exalted fpbere, which, for a time, 
raiſed him above mortal reach; he took a moſt 
illegal, unmanly, and cruel advantage over 
me. Juſtice did I ſay? Alas! ſo devoid was 
he of that laudable and neceſſary Virtue, that 
there is not ſo much as the leaſt ſhadow of it 
to be found, in any part of his proceedings 
againſt me. Perhaps his aſftuent fortune and 
high ſtation, joined with the poſſeſſion of the 
ſupreme, and, at that time, uncontroulable 
power, tempted him to ſpurn at all her facred 
— df .on:7as $5 
A Commander, upon finding an implicit obe- 
dience yielded to all his commands throughout 
x his 
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his wooden dominions, may be induced to 
think that his will is his only law: And when 
looking abroad upon the ſurrounding element, 
and ſeeing no power to controul, none to hin- 
der or obſtrut his abſolute ſway ; perhaps he 
may imagine himſelf to be a wiſe and mighty 
Law-giver, poſſeſſed of unlimited power, and 
accountable to none for his actions in traver- 
ſing the vaſt extended ſhining Empire. But 
however pleafing ſuch fancies may be, I pre- 
ſume, that he will always find it ſafeſt to confine 
them to his own head: for, ſhould they ever 
prompt him to make any unjuſt attack upon the 
character, liberty, or life of any perſon under 
his care and command; furely it will be highly 
neceſſary that he be compelled to render ſatis- 
faction. His power being great, and the dan- 
ger co-extended, the puniſhment for every 
abuſe ought to be exemplary. That 
Commander, who wantonly, and cruelly en- 
deavours to deftroy thoſe, whom it is his duty 
to preſerve ; acts clearly contrary to the inte- 
reſt of his Employers; tramples upon all Law, 
Civil as well as Sacred; and is a declared ene- 
my to his own Species. 
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